
CALENDAR  2012
Sat, Mar 24       10:00 - 12 noon    Conversation & Coffee, State Budget, Malaga Cove Library 
! ! ! !              community room -public invited  (see page 2)
Sat, Mar 31       10:00 – 2:00          LWVLA County Convention, Pickwick Gardens, Burbank (see page 2)
Mon, Apr 2!      12:30!             Initiative & Referendum Study Committee, Arlene Block’s home
Tues, Apr 3!      10:30 - 12 noon   Privatization Study Comittee, Joan Hogan’s home
Wed, Apr 11      12:00 - 2:00          Board Meeting, Joan Hogan’s home
Sat, Apr 14        10:00 - 12 noon   Conversation & Coffee - Privatization of  Public Services
" "      +12 - 1:00"            Followed by Consensus Meeting on Privatization, PV Center Library
Sat, Apr 28!      9:30 – 12 noon    County Ballot Measure Training, Hollenbeck Palms
Wed, May 9       12 - 2:00 ! ! Board Meeting, Joan Hogan’s home
May 19 - 20 " " " " LWVC Presidents Council, Sacramento
Sat,  June 2! !                         LWVPVP Local Convention – details TBA
June 8 - 12" " " " LWVUS National Convention, Washington, DC
Sat, July 28" " " " LWVLA County Popovers in Pasadena, details TBA
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Our new discussion series “Coffee & Conversation:  Tell the League What 
You Think” launches on March 24 at the Malaga Cove Library – perhaps 
even before you receive this Voter.  The sessions will be on Saturday 
mornings in public meeting spaces – hopefully our libraries. The March 
meeting is on the state budget.  The April 14 meeting, at the Peninsula 
Center Library, is on privatization (outsourcing) of public services, and 
leads into the national study consensus questions.   Remember League 
“units”?  These meetings will be a bit like our unit meetings – with more 
discussion.  Plan to attend and give your views.

The County League Convention is just around the corner – March 31.  We 
are pleased to have our LWVC Public Policy Director and advocate, Trudy 
Schaefer, as our speaker.   She knows the working of the Legislature and 
will fill us in on the legislation that is coming up this year.  She’ll also 
comment on the state budget, an area of continual trauma and concern.   
Be sure to make your reservations, if you have not already done so.

For the June primary, the County League will be producing an election 
guide with pros/cons on the two ballot measures and comments on how 
the “top two” primary will work.   It will also include County-wide and 
judicial candidates.

As we go into the primary election, remember to use and recommend 
Smart Voter as a reliable resource for election information. 

Mark June 2 on your calendar for our local PV LWV Convention.  You’ll 
have more information on this in the next Voter.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Nancy

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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SAVE THE DATE 
-- JUNE 2 --

 FOR OUR LOCAL  CONVENTION!!



ACTION ON JUNE BALLOT MEASURES                                                                                     
The LWVC supports Proposition 28, the Legislative Term Limits Reform Act. This measure 
would reduce the total number of years an individual could serve in the legislature from 14 to 
12, but allow all 12 years to be in one house of the legislature. Legislators would focus on 
serving their districts rather than running for a new office. Proposition 28 won't solve all the 
problems in Sacramento, but it brings positive change to make the Legislature more effective 
and accountable.                                                                                                                      
 The League has taken a neutral position on Proposition 29, the California Cancer 
Research Act This measure would add a $1 per pack tax on cigarettes sold in California, with 
proceeds to be used for cancer and other smoking-related health issues, anti-smoking 
campaigns, enforcement and administration. While the League supports these causes, we 
believe that earmarking state revenue for specific expenses reduces the legislature’s flexibility 
to set budgets that respond to current needs. If funds are earmarked for specific expenses, we 
strongly prefer that this be accompanied by a sunset clause, requiring review of the 
expenditures on a regular basis. For more information:  http://www.smartvoter.org/

FUTURE OF CA ELECTIONS                                                                                                 
Last fall, the LWVC joined a diverse group convened by the James Irvine Foundation to 
discuss the future of elections in California. They developed a Roadmap for the Future of 
California Elections with guiding principles and accompanying goals and recommendations to 
improve our voting and election processes and participation. The collaboration continues its 
work on action plans for the 2012 top priority goals in voter education, voter registration, voting 
technology and election administration. Contact Trudy Schafer for more information.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE ON THE STATE BOARD?      The nomination period for state 
board directors and officers and nominating committee (NC) members is now open. Your NC 
has begun the search for PROVEN* League leaders for the term of office July 1, 2013, through 
June 30, 2015.   In the coming months, local League presidents and others will be contacted 
by members of the NC asking for the names of those in their Leagues or other League 
members with whom they have worked on committees and projects, who would make 
outstanding state directors or officers.

*PROVEN Leaders:
P  assion & pride in League
R  espect for the League mission
O  bservant of League traditions
V  ision for the League’s future
E  xperience in League procedures
N  otable achievements

NOTES FROM LWVC
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Sitting as a director on the state 
League board is an honor. All League 
members are encouraged to submit the 
name(s) of League members they feel 
would make good state directors. Self-
nominations are encouraged.  If you 
would like to provide the name(s) of 
potential state nominees, please use the 
nomination form [online]. Please use 
one form for each individual you 
nominate. Nominations received by the 
committee will be vetted using an 
efficient and pragmatic process. Look for 

us at the Leadership Council.



 

League of Women Voters of California th  
 

 

!!"#$%&!'(#)!$*%!+,$%(!-##.%(!-#"'%(%"-%!
By Joanne L evitt, L W V C L egislative Consultant for Education and Prevention/Early 
Intervention

I was pleased to represent the LWVC at a joint 
conference on early childhood issues 
sponsored by First 5 California and the 
Advancement Project on February 8-9. The 
first day, lead by First 5, was titled 
INVESTMENTS IN EARLY LEARNING: Let 
Evidence Lead the Way focused on the what 
and the second day, lead by the Advancement 
Project was STRONGER TOGETHER: 

 or the how of 
doing this, the advocacy piece. 

Much was inspiring, dozens of good quotes, 
but I want to focus on three themes that 
seemed to come up in almost every 
discussion different expressions but the same 
idea and they all tie together. 

The first theme that went through both days 
and almost every speaker was the idea of the 
whole child and the child in the community. 
Having college and career-ready young people 
at the end of the educational pipeline starts 
with adequate prenatal care and continues with 
home visitation programs, quality infant and 
toddler care (either home based or center), 
good preschool programs and continues 
through kindergarten and the primary grades.   

Communities need to work together in a 
continuum through all of these programs, 
breaking down the silos between age levels and 
programs. Healthcare and nutrition, mental 
health and emotional readiness, cognitive 
learning and academic progress are all related. 
It is the same child whatever the service being 
delivered. There is a need to focus on the 
alignment of the programs, each one building 
on the one before, both complementary and 

communication. Programs need to consider not 

only the whole child but also, often, the whole 
family.  T easy, as it requires crossing 
governmental agency lines, funding streams 
and interest areas   

Sometimes it is not only but 
also  The focus was on the 
quality of services across domains; on people 
(including parents) knowing child 
development, understanding the importance of 
play, how children learn; on all service 
providers having respect for the family
whatever the family is in any of many ways. 
There was an understanding that t
happen overnight, but communities can start 
moving in that direction. Along with this, there 
is a need for greater understanding of the cost 
savings in special education, repeated grades 
and other remedial programs when delays are 
caught early, problems addressed and children 
enter K-12 schools ready to learn (which 
relates to theme three). Related to this and 
frequently mentioned was the need to quit 
pitting 0-5 against K-12 for funding; it should 
be a continuum, not either/or. 

The second theme, and this is not in order of 
importance, was poverty. This came up in 
almost every discussion. With more children in 
true poverty, both food and housing insecure, it 
is even more important to address these issues. 
Poverty is inter-generational and young people 
have less chance to break the barrier now than 
in years past. Those who did not have a 
positive educational experience during their 
school years are now parenting in poverty. 
They need every bit of assistance we can give 
and, if we hope to break the cycle, it starts with 
early years, before birth with adequate prenatal 

Toni Lubofsky
(LWV Santa Monica)

Toni Lubofsky
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care and nutrition. And it continues as the child 
grows and family needs change. 

These supports work in two ways:  early 
learning programs help children to move into 
their academic career ready to learn, where 
they have lower failure rates, less grade 
retention, and lower dropout rates. And 
government supported early childhood 
programs offer young parents, often single 
mothers, an opportunity to attend school and/or 
work to help break out of their poverty. 

More and more, current research is showing 
the impact of poverty on young children, not 
just nutritional deficiencies and poor health 
care, but also the effects of poverty-induced 
stress on the developing brain!young children 
with symptoms much like those of Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) victims. 
Obviously, this affects academic achievement 
and furthers inter-generational poverty. One 

and it is not a popular item of discussion. This 
is supposed to be the land of opportunity where 
every generation does better than their parents  
generation. While we need to hold schools 
accountable, we also need to realize that 
schools cannot do it alone, not even when the 
goals of theme one are met. One speaker called 
for more adult engagement with the economic 
reality faced by many of our children and their 
families. Raising more revenue to meet these 
goals cannot be the untouchable third rail. 

Sterling Speirn, President and CEO of the 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation best summed up the 
third theme, saying, 

but something we need to remember. The 
theme is to keep telling our story. 

Rob Reiner said, 
understand this (the importance of early 
childhood education); we need to keep talking 
until they get it. Kids are at the back of the 

four to eight year 

era of term limits, most will have moved on 
-year-old is applying 

to college or looking for a job. Reiner also 
quoted Richard Nixon saying, when you are 
sick and tired of telling the story over and over 
and over is when you just might be beginning 
to get through to someone.  

This is something we all can do. Tell our part 
of the story. Many have access to evidence and 
studies and statistics, but that is not how 
decisions are made. Those making the 
decisions need to hear real stories of people 
they can relate to, people like you and me and 
them. 

These are all areas where the League is in a 
good place to advocate. We have positions at 
either the state or national level to support 
every need expressed. There are many voices 
for young children, but they are still divided 
and segmented. There is health and parenting 
and childcare for working mothers and early 
education!Head Start and state preschool and 
after school programs for primary children. 
Each is A voice, but what is needed is one 
voice that says it all is important and needs to 
be integrated and work together for the good of 
all children. Because we are a multi-issue 
organization, this seems a natural. Raising 
healthy, productive citizens for the future of 
our country is something on which we can all 
agree. 

 

Toni Lubofsky
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The February 8, 2012 health reform symposium at UCLA had a two-fold purpose:  the first, to celebrate 
the work of retiring founder and director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research, E Richard 
Brown, and the second, to introduce a panel of health leaders to discuss aspects of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act of 2010.

UCLA CENTER FOR HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH
The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research, established in 1994, evolved from the recognition that 
little evidence-based health data was available to policy makers, health experts, legislators, advocacy 
groups, state agencies and foundations and health workers on-the-ground.  Among the many successes 
accomplished by the Center, it is the development of the California Health Interview Survey (CHIS), now 
the nation’s largest health survey, conducted every two years on a wide range of health topics that is the 
Center’s most prominent achievement.  The survey’s data gives a detailed picture of health and health 
care needs of California’s large and diverse populations; it is especially known for its hard-to-find data on 
ethnic sub-groups. Topics covered include asthma, diabetes, obesity, immigrant health and the number of 
Californians with health insurance.  This data is shared in easy-to-read free statistical compilations and 
reports by county, region and state; the Center’s aim-- to inform and educate those seeking appropriate 
information to make justifiable, fact-based policy on health care reform, health insurance coverage, 
chronic diseases and health disparities across a broad range of health topics. Data derived from the CHIS 
has informed important health care reform decisions in California.  E. Richard Brown was also a 
prominent health care resource in both the Clinton and Obama administrations. Gerald F. Kominski is the 
Center’s new director.

PANEL DISCUSSION

WHAT IS “HEALTH CARE REFORM”?
The federal health care law is comprised of two pieces of legislation that President Obama signed into law 
in March, 2010: The Patient Protection and Affordable Health Care Act and the Health Care and 
Education Reconciliation Act.

The new law is predicated on the principle of shared responsibility—it requires health plans and insurers 
to provide access to insurance to individuals regardless of their health status, age or occupation; it 
requires government to set the rules for the marketplace and to support access to affordable coverage for 
our low income residents, and, it requires individuals, families and communities to assume more 
responsibility to manage their health and be more involved in health care decisions.

Key elements (many of which go into effect in 2014) include:
• New rules in the health insurance market designed to improve coverage and protect patients.
• Creation of state-based health insurance exchanges to make it easier to shop for and buy 

insurance using federal tax credits to be made available to:
! Small businesses with fewer than 25 employees who have low-to-moderate incomes, and
! Individuals and families earning up to 400 percent of federal poverty level (In 2010 

$43,300 for an individual and $88,200 for a family of four).
! Incentives to promote health care quality, care-coordination and preventive care
! Expansion of the Medicaid (Medi-Cal in California) program to all citizens and 

qualifying immigrants who earn up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level
• Grants and incentives to extend access to primary care, build the health care workforce and 

improve prevention and quality of health care
• A requirement that businesses with more than 50 employees provide affordable coverage or pay a 

fee.
• New taxes on certain health sector businesses, high-income families, and high cost health plans

WHAT IS CALIFORNIA DOING TO IMPLEMENT THE NEW LAW?

UCLA HEALTH REFORM SYMPOSIUM 
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• Improving access to private health insurance for persons with pre-existing medical conditions 
who have been denied insurance in the past or offered only unaffordable options.

• Improving the quality and security of private health insurance by enforcing new federal insurance 
laws (clarity, consistency and greater accountability for consumers, businesses and insurance 
plans).

• Developing a Health Benefit Exchange to make it easier for individuals to shop for and buy 
insurance. 

• Focusing on prevention and wellness.

WHAT ARE THE KEY ACTIONS BEING TAKEN BY THE STATE?
• State departments and agencies are aggressively pursuing grants under the Affordable Health 

Care Act (ACA) across program areas from prevention to public health infrastructure to insurance 
plan rate review.

• As implementation of the new law progresses, federal agencies have requested comments on draft 
rules and policies. State departments and agencies are analyzing the draft rules and providing 
comments to the federal government with a focus on ensuring that states have resources and 
flexibility to responsibly implement the new law.

• The state has implemented the California “Bridge to Reform”-- A Medicaid Demonstration 
Waiver (Section 1115), which makes up roughly $8 billion in federal Medicaid matching funds 
available to the state over a five year period. The funds expand coverage to low-income uninsured 
adults and preserve and improve the county-based safety-net.  The waiver also allows the state to 
enroll Medicaid-eligible seniors and persons with disabilities into managed care plans that meet 
specified readiness and network adequacy requirements.  So far 10 of the 47 counties 
participating in the “Bridge” program have registered 250,000 low-income residents who are now 
enabled to receive free care at their local public clinics and hospitals.

WILL UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS BENEFIT FROM THE NEW LAW?
• Federal law prohibits the use of federal funds to provide health care services to undocumented 

immigrants.
• Federal law requires hospitals to provide care to anyone needing emergency services regardless of 

citizenship, legal status or ability to pay.

WHAT ACA ARGUMENTS WILL THE SUPREME COURT HEAR IN MARCH?
NOTE:  From March 26-28, 2012 the Supreme Court will hear six hours of oral argument—the 
longest scheduled arguments in the court’s modern history.
• The individual mandate’s constitutionality (two hours)
• The provision’s severability from the rest of the law (90 minutes)
• The health care reform’s Medicaid expansion (one hour)
• Debate whether this case is ripe for consideration, given that the provision in question has not 

come into effect (90 minutes)

       Pat Colby, LWV/PVP

UCLA HEALTH REFORM SYMPOSIUM 
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!  LWV/PVP/SP !
has an excellent, informative website:

<www.lwvpvp.org >  
 thanks to BETTY RIEDMAN 

& PALOS VERDES ON THE NET

 for providing & hosting this web site as 
a public service to our community

Please visit our website for more information 


