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This is the time of annual meetings – local, state and national.  LWVPVP will 
hold its annual local convention on a Saturday in early June.  The date is not 
finalized as we are waiting for information from our speaker.  You will receive a 
registration flyer as soon as the date is set.  We will elect members to the Board 
and pass a new budget.  Please try to attend.  Call me if you need a ride – 
League is always ready to carpool!

League is working on many issues.  Among National’s lobbying efforts are gun 
safety, election reform measures, and campaign finance.  Some issues seem to 
be continually demand our attention.

LWVC is addressing gun control, implementation of the Affordable Care Act, 
and civic engagement.   The State Board is also working on the revisions to our 
initiative and referendum position based on the state study.  That proposed 
position will be presented at State Convention in May.

The Affordable Care Act was the topic of LWVPVP’s recent Coffee & 
Conversation meeting.  Coming up on May 11 is a C&C on local education 
issues.  Don’t miss this important discussion – see the flyer in this Voter.  Our 
Land Use Committee is busy with several projects and issues.   Their top 
priorities for the coming months are: the chemical storage tanks off of Gaffey 
and Anaheim, the Brick Walk project, and Ponte Vista. 

In March, the PV League joined with Beach Cities and Torrance Area Leagues to 
meeting with Congresswoman Janice Hahn.  She gave us her perspective on 
Washington as a relatively new 
member of Congress.  She 
noted that local government is 
non-partisan and it was a 
change for her to move into 
the heavily partisan politics of 
Washington.  She is trying to 
promote bi-partisan accord 
and has been successful in 
working with a colleague to 
form a bi-partisan caucus to 
address issues relating to our 
ports.

Local, regional, state or 
national – there is always an 
exciting issue to discuss and address.  I hope all of you, as PV League 
members, respond to the action requests from LWVC and LWVUS, and will be 
part of our local discussions and activities.     

          Nancy

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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As you all know, we rely upon our yearly League-A-Thon to raise the funds which 
support our Voter Service activities.  A  big thank you is due to those of you who 
have already replied, and have brought us to 90% of our goal.  Those generous 
supporters include the following persons:

TERRY ARNUSH
ROGER AND CAROLYN AYERS

PHIL AND MARY ELLEN BARNES     
ARLENE BLOCK

PAT COLBY
CONNIE DAVENPORT

NANCY FORBES
GEORGE AND BARBARA GLEGHORN

KATHY AND DON GOULD
LINDA HERMAN

MARILYN GINSBURG KLAUS
SELMA “TRES” MENNIS

NELL MIRELS
SUZY SEAMANS

ANN SHAW
JUDY SMITH

IRENE TYSON
ANNE WITTELS

THANKS ALSO TO LINDA HERMAN, TERRY ARNUSH AND NELL MIRELS
who covered all the costs of the mailing, 

so that all donations will be used for League expenses.
For anyone who still has the League-a-Thon material sitting on her desk, it is 

never too late to participate!  

                                          Nell Mirels

LEAGUE-A-THON 2012-2013
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Our Conclusions
We are pleased to report that 22 members of our League gathered together on 
February 16 to determine our consensus on various issues of importance regarding the 
Initiative and Referendum process.  Our results follow.

We concluded that although we want the Initiative and Referendum process to continue, 
we prefer that changes be made in the process to make it more relevant in today’s 
world.  Members felt that pre-review should be mandatory and that it should be 
performed by state agencies such as the Legislative Analyst and Legislative Counsel.  
These agencies should also be responsible for writing the Title and Summary, as 
opposed to the Attorney General or Secretary of State, which were some of the other 
choices given.

With regards to requirements to qualify, essentially we were in agreement that we retain 
the requirement for a specific number of signatures and a specific number of days for 
gathering signatures but we did open the door to considering alternate methods.  Email 
was one method suggested.  

When completing a fairly extensive table detailing various proposals for change, the 
following were deemed to be mandatory:

• Require that language comply with standards of readability or simplicity.
• Specify the funding source for the program or plan in the initiative.
• Increase amount of time to circulate a petition for volunteer signature gathering.
• Require registration and training for all signature gatherers
• Require residency requirements for paid and volunteer signature gatherers.  

Amending the California constitution by initiative was also addressed and members felt 
that right should continue but that such changes should require a 2/3 vote of those 
voting.  Amendments can continue to be proposed through the citizens’ initiative but 
should require a higher standard for passage than a simple majority.  

There was strong agreement with our current LWVC position which states a measure 
that requires a supermajority for passage of future related issues should be required to 
receive the same supermajority vote approval for its passage.

We also decided that the Legislature should not have the authority to amend 
constitutional amendments originally approved by the people without bringing it back for 
a vote of the people.  

We suggested the following changes in the initiative and referendum process in 
California which were not covered by the consensus questions:

• Filing fees should be increased to cover cost.
• Unpaid signature gatherers should have greater time to gather signatures than 

paid signature gatherers.    
                         Continued on next page

LWVC INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM STUDY
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We  look forward to learning the final consensus that will be decided upon by delegates 
attending the LWVC  convention in May and to the opportunity to lobby on behalf of our 
enhanced position that will surely do much to preserve our democracy.

     Initiative and Referendum Committee
     Linda Herman & Julie Craemer, Co-Chairs

OTHER LWVCA ISSUES

Money in Politics: League Bills Let the Sun Shine In!
As part of the League, you are a leader in the effort to strengthen California’s campaign 
disclosure laws.  Imagine if everyone were deeply committed to reforming our campaign 
finance system in order to:

• ensure the public’s right to know
• combat corruption and undue influence
• enable candidates to compete more equitably for public office
• allow maximum citizen participation in the political process

The LWVC and California Common Cause are cosponsoring SB 2 (Lieu) and SB 3 
(Yee), the Sunshine in Campaigns Act, to make it easier for Californians to know who is 
spending money where and to beef up enforcement of campaign laws.  In addition, 
unlike past years, there are a number of disclosure bills in the legislative hopper this 
year.  We support SB 27 (Correa) and expect to act on more of those bills coming up.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Citizen involvement is a crucial element in the political 
process.

The California Environmental Quality Act—CEQA—ensures 
that the public can weigh in on major land use decisions, but 
some current efforts to change this important law would 
undermine citizen participation. Read the League’s statement. 

The LWVC has joined CEQA Works, a coalition of 
organizations committed to keeping California’s environmental laws strong and 
protecting the right of the public to weigh in on community land-use decisions. 

See our Bill Status Report to to see League action on bills that will make sensible 
updates to CEQA, reducing bureaucracy without weakening key environmental 
safeguards. 
     From April 4, 2013   LWVC@lwvc.org

LWVC INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM STUDY
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Big changes are coming soon to the Internet near you!  Building on last fall’s successful test of 
Smart Voter’s new “Next Generation” web technology, the state League is poised to launch a 
brand new way of engaging and informing California voters online later this year.  Detailed 
plans are currently being finalized and are expected to be announced at the state League 
Convention in San Jose on May 16-19.

The new approach is expected to incorporate the most current techniques from both online 
journalism and interactive web technology to create a completely new experience for the 24 
million Californians who will be eligible to vote in 2014.  Regular 
updates and news stories based on some of the best coverage and 
analysis of election related subjects in the Golden State will be 
featured at the completely redesigned Smart Voter® website, along 
with the award-winning personal ballot lookup that California voters 
have used for more than fifteen years.  Visitors will be able to enjoy a 
robust range of streaming videos, audio clips, interactive graphics 
and carefully selected stories about upcoming election issues and 
contests, ballot measures and changes to the voting process.

Importantly, the new Smart Voter® will allow the League at all levels 
to partner more extensively with other leading civic groups and news 
media outlets around the state, and to provide information tools and 
content that can be easily shared on the websites, mobile apps and 
social media of those organizations to greatly expand our impact.  The Next Generation design 
will make all of this valuable information just as easy to explore on the touch screens of 
smartphones and tablet computers as the biggest flat panel monitor.

By spearheading these capabilities to expand and innovate in how we will provide voter 
service, the leadership of Smart Voter® hopes to ensure that local Leagues throughout 
California will have the tools to be a vital source for voters well into the 21st century.  A 
campaign to raise additional support to complete this important transition to the League’s 
future in online voter information is currently underway.  Right now, thanks to a $25,000 
challenge offered by a group of longtime Smart Voter® supporters, every new or increased 
donation to Smart Voter for the Next Generation project by June 30, 2013 will be matched until 
the challenge goal is met. Checks should be sent to LWVC Education Fund, 1107 9th Street, 
Suite 300, Sacramento CA 95814-3608, with a notation that you wish to designate your gift to 
Smart Voter. We appreciate your support!

League Prepares to Launch New Approach to Online Voter Information
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The League of Women Voters, Palos 
Verdes

Invites You to Coffee and Conversation
with

This FREE informal get-together will give you an opportunity to 
make personal contact with District leadership and to have a 
conversation about the District’s plans to maintain financial 
viability and educational innovation.  Bring your questions, 
bring your friends and prepare to interact with other involve 
members of the community. 

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2013

10:00 A.M.

PENINSULA LIBRARY CENTER 

701 SILVER SPUR ROAD

ROLLING HILLS ESTATES, CA 90274

FOR MORE INFORMATION: (310) 514-8886
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Superintendent,

Palos Verdes Unified 

School District,

 Walker Williams

School Board President, 

Anthony Collatos



L-R   Athena Paquette Cormier (President of 
LWV Torrance Area), State Assembly 
Member Al Muratsuchi (Assembly District 
66), Arlene Block (LWV PVP), during a 
League legislative interview with the 
Assembly member  

JAIL STUDY UPDATE 2013
 On March 18 the sheriff held a news conference to announce the appointment of Terri 
Mc Donald to the position of assistant sheriff for the jail system.  Her mandate will be to 
implement the recommendations of the commission’s study on jail violence. This should lead to 
improvements in the handling of inmates in the county jails. At this press conference the sheriff 
indicated that of the 138 review of force cases, only three were found to be problematic.  
(However, the commission found biased reporting and entangled oversight to be among the 
many problems which led to an FBI investigation and ultimately the commission’s report and 
recommendations.) 
 At this same news conference the sheriff updated information about the jails. Since our 
study the population in the jails has increased to about 19,000 inmates a day. This is due in 
large part to the transfer of inmates from the prison system to the jails. Currently there are nine 
facilities being used in the county jail system. There is an emphasis on educational programs 
while incarcerated, with fifty-seven programs available.  Also there are currently about 2500 
mentally ill inmates in the jails. A video of this news conference is available for viewing on the 
sheriff Department’s web site. 
 In the past two years the sheriff’s department has reviewed and overhauled the 
implementation of the educational program now called Education Based Incarceration or EBI. 
During intake each inmate is asked if they are interested in education while they are 
incarcerated and if they say yes they are then given a second interview and an educational 
plan is implemented.  For League members interested in these changes a web site 
www.EBI.lasd.org will lead to a general site and if you click on “the EBI Book” found in the 
column on the left, a fairly complete booklet will explain the programs currently available.  
There is an emphasis on life style changes as this seems to result in lower recidivism rates.  
The Hacienda-La Puente Adult School no longer provides academic programs and the jail 
contracts with LA Works for pre-high school course work. This organization also takes inmates 
who are being released and are ready for testing for GED certificates to a testing site when 
they are released. The jail also uses other school districts (5 Keys, John Muir, and Centinelia) 
for academic work.  These school districts (in San Diego and San Jose) negotiate their 
services frequently and bids are taken from other school providers.  For example, the LA 
Works contract is up in June. Free programs and research programs are recruited.  When 
funding is needed, the Inmate Welfare Fund is used for programs (especially vocational and 
behavioral programs).  There is an effort to determine which programs are the most effective 
for helping the inmates.                                                      Vi Iungerich, PVP/SP

                                                      

LOCAL ACTIVITIES
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!  LWV/PVP/SP !
has an excellent, informative website:

<www.lwvpvp.org >  
 thanks to BETTY RIEDMAN 

& PALOS VERDES ON THE NET

 for providing & hosting this web site as 
a public service to our community

Please visit our website for more information 


