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 COMING SOON!



In my last column as PV League president, I want to repeat my 
comments from our Local Convention on June 8.  But first I want to 
congratulate our new co-presidents, Vi Iungerich and Jo-Anne Waller.  
They will provide excellent leadership and will need your support in 
moving forward with our League program and goals.  
It has been a pleasure to serve as president of the Palos Verdes League 
for the past 4 years.   I joined the League in the early ‘70s and have 
served in several capacities.  Being president has been a fulfilling 
culmination.
The PV League board members are amazing and very dedicated.  They 
have worked to fulfill the mission of the League - tracking land use, 
providing information for voters, conducting studies that come from the 
national, state, and county Leagues.  They have supported our new 
outreach program, “Coffee and Conversation with the League,” leading 
the discussions of issues of interest.  Our League has been well-served 
by these outstanding women.
On the broader front, LWVUS is working to protect voting rights, 
including voter registration procedures; it is promoting clean air 
measures; and is addressing the influence of money in elections and 
seeking full disclosure.
LWVC is addressing state budget issues; working to provide information 
on the implementation of the new health care program; and working on 
voter service materials for each election.
Whether it is on the local, state, or national level, there is much for the 
League to do and the work is significant.  We in PV are a smaller group 
than in years past, but we are a group dedicated to upholding citizen’s 
rights and promoting the common good, and I am proud to be a member.  
Thank you all for a great experience.
         Nancy

LWV dues are now due for our year which begins July 1st.  
$65 and $32.50 for a second member in the same household.

Mail checks to:    LWVPVP, P.O. Box 2833, PVP, CA 90274

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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        POPULATION:
  Total population--- 9.9 million
   Females 51%
   Males 49 %
       Median age  35.0 years
   24%  18 and under
   11%  65 and older
     
       NATIVITY AND FOREIGN BORN
  65 % native born
  35 % foreign born  (47% naturalized US citizens)
         58.4% Latin American
         34% Asian
         4.5 European
                  1.6 African
                    0.8 North American
         0.4 Oceania

       LANGUAGE:
  57% spoke another language than English at home
   69.4 % Spanish
   19% Asian and Pacific Islander
   9.9% Indo-European
   1.7%  other
    (46% reported they did not speak English “very well”)

      HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILIES
   3.2 million households with and average of 3 people
          67% family households
       44% married couples
        22.8% other families
          25.9% living alone
            7.3% other nonfamilies
   315,000 grandparents live with grandchildren under 18 years.  Of these     
  grandparents 27% have financial responsibility for their grandchildren.

     INCOME:
  Median Income of households  $52,280
   13% below $15,000
    11% above $150,000
       82% households regular income
       23% social security (average income $15,554)
       12% retirement income other social security

   PORTRAIT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY 2011

June 2013        LWV/PVP/SP        Page 3 



 
  Median income for males $41.237
  Median Income for females $39,624 

     OCCUPATIONS:
  Private wage and salary workers   78.5 %
  Federal, state or local government 12%
  Self-employed in own not incorporated business 9.3

   35.2% management, business, science and arts occupations
   19.4% service occupations
   24.7% sales and office occupations
   7.9% natural resources, construction, and maintenance occupations
   12.8% production, transportation and material moving occupations

    EDUCATION:
  Over 25 years:
   21%  High School or equivalency
   10.1%  graduate or professional degree
              19.1% Bachelor’s degree
   6.9%  Associates degree
                         19.4% some college―no degree
               23.7% less than high school diploma

  School population
   Total- 2.8 million
         Nursery and kindergarten  292,000
          Elementary-high school  1.6 million
                                College or graduate school 858,000
             
    DISABILITY:
  9% total of population  
     The likelihood of disability by age
       3% under 18 years
       7% 18 to 64 years
        38% 65 and over  

! ! ! ! ! ! Compiled by Vi Iungerich

   PORTRAIT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY 2011
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Poverty and homelessness continues to plague Los Angeles County.  While firm numbers are 
hard to come by, both poverty, near poverty and homelessness appears to be increasing among 
vulnerable populations.  It is also increasing in the South Bay. 

In 2011 it was estimated that 29% of the population in La County was in poverty.  One in four 
children in LA County lived in a working poor family and was in poverty. These numbers have 
not subsided as the economy in general has not recovered.  One bright spot on the homeless 
front, however, is the Skid Row Housing Trust in downtown Los Angeles.  Originally set up to 
preserve historic building in LA―it has gradually merged into low-cost housing for the 
chronically homeless.  They were inspired by Project 50 which was started as a pilot project in 
2007 with the goal of reducing the cost of services to a chronically homeless population. At that 
time it was found that a small population of homeless cost the city up to $100,000 a year in 
services for hospital care, jail time and mental health care.  By identifying and providing services 
to this population, it was estimated that the city could save over $3 million dollars over a two 
year period.  This was enough of a motivation to try a pilot program where housing and services 
would be provided to 50 of the most chronically homeless people on skid row.   This experiment 
has now evolved and been refined and has been picked up by several groups of which the Skid 
Row Housing Trust is now a main supporter.

After the initial pilot of 50 people, it was found that just providing housing for this population 
was not sufficient to lower costs.  The people chosen were a combination of the mentally ill and/
or people with severe addiction problems.  Even with referrals, they were unable to navigate the 
convoluted bureaucratic systems to receive sufficient services.  Over a period of years, various 
models have been tried and now the housing trust has some of the best solutions.  The housing 
trust initially bought older hotels to provide housing for this population. However, services 
continued to be difficult to procure and the population remained unstable and to a large extent 
transient.  Today the housing trust is able to provide 1600 housing units (or beds) for the 
chronically homeless.  In several of their buildings, health clinics are on site as well as service 
providers.   They currently have 21 buildings including a new property that they are developing.  
The trust is not a service provider as such but is a non-profit management company.   They 
receive some money in the form of grants, but have also developed a model which integrates 
low-cost housing with homeless housing: (one building has commercial stores on the bottom 
level and artist lofts on the top level with efficiency units in between).   The goal is to help the 
most vulnerable population of homeless to become stable and safe.  The average resident is 51 
years of age and has been homeless for several years.   The income for the homeless traditionally  
has been general relief, but this stipend has been greatly decreased due to the economic recession 
from over $400 a month to about $200 a month.  The service providers at these housing projects, 
however, are often able to qualify these people for social security disability.  Residents then are 
able to pay for their housing on a sliding scale.  

In the last few years, the Housing Trust buildings not only provide simple but attractive units, 
they also provide community kitchens, classes (which resemble occupational therapy and 

DOING WELL BY DOING GOOD
BY VI IUNGERICH
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socialization) and green roof gardens where residents can grow plants. A new emphasis on 
making these buildings green has been part of the new complex of ideas and solar heating is in 
some buildings.    As the resident becomes more functional and addictions are addressed, these 
people who were a community problem before, add to the vibrancy of the city.  A few have even 
been able to return to a more normal life style in our regular communities.

Here in the South Bay our population of the homeless has been growing.  We have few services 
however.   A South Bay coalition has recently been started to try and find the numbers of people 
who need service and to identify the appropriate services.   Our South Bay homeless population 
is appropriately 18% of the homeless in the county with about 8% of the resources.  Most 
resources are in San Pedro or Inglewood and most housing is specialized such as Rainbow 
House, which is a shelter for domestic violence.   We also have a local fund-raising group called 
Helping Homeless Help Themselves.  This organization tries to help those who are down on their 
luck and need a helping hand, but does not address the needs of the chronically homeless.  This 
group might pay a repair bill for a car needed for work, or a utility bill etc.  They also provide 
funds to certain groups-especially those that work towards helping those who are already 
working or in shelters for a relatively short time or in training for work.  

All of these efforts are not only doing the right thing to help those needing help, but they are also 
helping our communities lower their tax dollars and providing a better place to live for all of us.

                  Vi Iungerich, social services 

DOING WELL BY DOING GOOD
BY VI IUNGERICH
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The League of Women Voters of California (LWVC) adopted a position on the Initiative and 
Referendum process in 1984.  The position was updated in 1999.  It has been updated again in 
2013 and adopted at the annual LWVC Convention in June 2013.
Over the two years preceding the June 2013 Convention, a study committee prepared a scope of 
study and study materials to be used by the individual Local Leagues in California.  The Local 
Leagues submitted the results of their study and consensus process to LWVC and the revisions to 
the position were formulated and approved by the LWVC Board of Directors.
The core element in the League’s position has remained the same through all revisions:  Support 
for citizens’ right of direct legislation through the initiative and referendum.  The update 
identifies specific changes in the various stages of the initiative/referendum process and includes 
a set of principles to be considered.

Drafting:
Require a pre-circulation review by a designated impartial, nonpartisan official and public access 
to review results; limit a proposal to one subject; use clear, readable language; provide for an 
automatic review or expiration; specify sources of funding, if funds would be required.

Title and Summary:
The title and summary of statewide measures should be written by an impartial, non-partisan 
official.

Signature Gathering:
Consider electronic signature gathering if appropriately safeguarded.

Qualification of the item:
Filing fee should reflect the cost of processing proposals.
Solicitation of signatures and campaign funds in the same mailing should be allowed.

The Campaign:
Impose realistic limits to campaign contributions and to expenditures by individuals and groups.
There should be free time for radio and TV information programs on proposals.
Ballot pamphlet analysis should be written at the reading level of the average citizen.  The effect 
of a YES or NO vote should be clear in the ballot pamphlet and ballot label.

Disclosure:
Name disclosure of proposal sponsors, support/oppose committees, and principle contributors on 
ballot pamphlet, mailings and ads.  Committee names should reflect the true economic or special 
interest of the group.

LWV INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM STUDY AND 
CONSENSUS - SUMMARY

BY NANCY MAHR & LINDA HERMAN
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Election:
Cannot provide for different outcomes depending on the number of votes cast in favor of a 
proposal.

Post-Election
If two or more initiatives with conflicting provisions pass in the same election, the one with the 
greatest number of votes should be enacted.
Initiatives that do not pass may appear on a subsequent ballot.

Principles:
The following principles are included to be used in evaluating the stages of the initiative/
referendum process:
 Accessibility
 Accountability
 Clarity
 Integrity
 Transparency
 Compromise
 Respect for Rights
 Deliberative Process
 Impartiality

LWV INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM STUDY AND 
CONSENSUS - SUMMARY

BY NANCY MAHR & LINDA HERMAN
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         The full position is on the LWVCA website.  Go to :
·         <ca.lwv.org/members only>

·         on :  Managing Your League  LWVC Leaders UPDATES

·         Click on The most recent (June) Board UPDATEs .
·         Scroll down to Legislation and Advocacy
     You will see at the top:  Updated Initiative and Referendum position. 
       Click on that item and you will have the new position before you.

http://ca.lwv.org/members
http://ca.lwv.org/members
http://archive.lwvc.org/lwvonly/updates.html
http://archive.lwvc.org/lwvonly/updates.html
http://archive.lwvc.org/lwvonly/upd2013/june/index.html
http://archive.lwvc.org/lwvonly/upd2013/june/index.html


The annual convention of the Palos Verdes Peninsula LWV was held on Saturday, June 8, 2013, 
at the Luna Rosa Restaurante in Rolling Hills Estates.  There were 21 members in attendance.  
The convention approved the budget for 2013/2014, elected officers and directors, set local 
program for the coming year, and amended our Articles of Confederation and Bylaws to conform 
to 501(c)(3) status.

ELECTED OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS:
 President  Vi Iungerich and Jo-Anne Waller

 1st Vice President Katy Watkins

 2nd Vice Presidnet Nancy Mahr (1-year term)
 Treasurer  Terry Arnush
 Directors  Arlene Block
    Pat Colby
    Linda Herman
Continuing on the board – completing 2-year terms:

 3rd Vice President Judith Webb
 Secretary  Nell Mirels
 Directors  Diana Halderman
    Peggy Pages
    Pat Rome

LOCAL PROGRAM FOR 2013/2014:
 •  Maintain current positions
 •  Issues for local education, action, and/or advocacy:
 -! Plans and activities related to the Port of Los Angeles

-! Ongoing local land use issues on the PVP and in San Pedro

LWVPVP LOCAL CONVENTION REPORT
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    There are openings on the Nominating Committee for next year.  In 
addition, the Board may appoint additional directors.  Anyone interested    

in joining the board or being on the Nominating Committee, please 
contact Jo-Anne Waller or Vi Iungerich.



Brickwalk LLC has proposed a mixed use project of 148 condos and 
townhomes and 14,200 square feet of commercial space. It is located
at  655-683 Deep Valley Drive & 924-950 Indian Peak Road in RHE. 
The finished project will include the current Brickwalk retail area. The 
project utilizes the 1977 landslide area (called "trash bag hill" by 
residents). The developer has proposed to stabilize the hill by using 
excavation, compacting, retaining walls, tie-backs and cement caissons.  
The cost of this project is currently about $108 million with over $20 
million for the ground stabilization.  The City Council has held one 
public hearing and postponed further discussion to a future date – not yet 
set.  There are many unanswered questions regarding this project. Is 
it economically feasible?  Will the stabilization work?  Who will be 
responsible for any future structural damages?  We will continue to 
keep you appraised.
      Pat Rome. Land-use Committee

BRICK WALK PROJECT UPDATE
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The 2014 LWVC Convention was held in San Jose May 17-19.  Just under 280 delegates, non-voting 
members, guests, and staff gathered for the annual event. Over 50 Local Leagues were represented.
The Convention adopted a budget, elected officers, amended the bylaws and determined program. The 
Convention included inspiring speakers, timely workshops, lively caucuses, and some exciting action in 
the plenary sessions.

Workshops
Workshops addressed a variety of subjects and interests.  Technology was highlighted: Smart Voter 
“Next Generation,” websites, creating videos, voter service on the web, and using social media.  Action 
was another emphasis:  taking action locally, advocacy on state issues, and civic engagement.  Social 
issues were represented with healthcare reform and the ACA.  Finance included fundraising, and the 
state budget.  

Speakers
Speakers provided information and stimulation.  Megan Farnsworth of the Center for Investigative 
Reporting described story collaborations that could be a part of Smart Voter’s Next Gen format.  Noted 
fundraiser Kim Klein introduced the Building Movement Project with a focus on building the capacity 
of non-profits to lead in areas of social change and common good.  Ann Ravel, Chair of the FPPC, 
commented on the current status of the Political Reform Act of 1974 and spoke in support of robust 
disclosure to boost public trust.  California Budget Project Director Chris Hoene discussed the state 
budget and voiced concerns of income projections and new project expenses.  Cheryl Graeve, Senior 
Director of Membership and Field Support for LWVUS was joined by Jenny Waggoner and LWVC 
Executive Director Melissa Breach and responded to questions from the members.
At a smaller gathering, John McManus - journalist, Stanford professor, and author – spoke on news and 
information in the digital age and warned of manipulation.

Election

The following offices were elected:   President, Jenny Waggoner; 1st VP Admin, Kathy Armstrong; 

LWVC 2nd VP Program and Advocacy, Helen Hutchison; LWVCEF 2nd VP Voter Service, Kathy 
Souza; Treasurer, Eleanor Gonzales; Secretary, Ellen Wheeler; Elected Directors are:  Patrick Atwater, 
Sara Diefendorf (Natural Resources), Mony Flores-Bauer (Voter Service), Fatima Malik 
(Communications), Beth Pitton-August (Membership), Kay Ragan (Social Policy), and Syeda Reshma 
Inamdar (Community Outreach).  Nominating Committee:  Caroline deLlamas (Chair), Lottie Fox, and 
Ann Havlik.

Program:  2013-2015
The Convention voted to maintain the current program positions.   
Two priority issues for education and advocacy were adopted:  
  •  Money in Politics – There are several bills in the state Legislature on this issue.   An LWVUS 
task force is developing materials that can be used by Local Leagues.
 •  Education – Focus on education finance early childhood through 12.

LWV California State Convention 2014

MY LEAGUE – LEADING THE CHARGE FOR CHANGE
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Two second-tier issues for education and advocacy were adopted:
 •  Health Care – ACA and single payer
 •  Water – Water measures are expected on the 2014 ballot.
The Convention adopted a new state study on Higher Education, including governance, the selection 
process and finance.  A study committee will be formed to set the scope and prepare study materials.

The state Board announced its Legislative Priorities for the biennium.  Money in Politics (Campaign 
Finance Reform) and State and Local Finance, including the state budget and education finance, are the 
two priority issues.  Second-tier issues are Protection of CEQA, Election Reform, Fracking, and Water.

Budget
A budget for 2013-2014 was adopted with no increase in PMP and an emphasis on donations and 
fundraising.

Bylaws 
The Bylaws were amended to include a new standing committee – the Advancement Committee – 
focused on fund development and planning.  A second amendment added the Executive Director to the 
Budget Committee.

This was an active convention with something happening every minute.  The plans laid at Convention 
will produce a busy and productive year ahead for our Leagues in California.
           Nancy Mahr
  

Nancy at State Convention with LWV LA County Board members 
Dorothy Stewart (L) and Fatima Malik (R)

LWV California State Convention 2014

MY LEAGUE – LEADING THE CHARGE FOR CHANGE
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Please send form and check payable to LWV/LAC  
Mail to LWV/LAC Treasurer, 3970 Sepulveda Blvd., #201, Torrance, CA 90505 
 

League Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                 Reservations # _________________  @ $30.00       Total enclosed $________________ 
 

Reservations # _________________  @ $35.00   Total enclosed $_________ if postmarked after July 15, 2013  

 

   Fashion Chicken Salad #______         Veggie Salad #______       w/o NUTS or other allergens #__________  
                     (name food) 

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR A MORNING WORKSHOP  
1.  Presidents ___________    3.  Education _____________ 
2.  Agriculture ___________    4.  Smart Voter ___________ 

 

Women’s  City   Club  
16 0  N .  O a k l a n d  Av e . ,  Pa s a d e n a  
Parking is located in rear off N. Madison Avenue—   
Just 1-1/2 blocks north of Colorado Blvd.  
 

League of Women Voters/Los Angeles County 

L.A. Votes:  What It Means for 
the County, the Region,  

the State, and the Nation 

Saturday, July 27, 2013 
9:30 AM to 2:00 PM 

Guest Speaker 

Raphael J. Sonenshein 
Ph.D  

Executive Director 
Pat Brown Institute 

 
Dr. Sonenshein is the award winning Executive Director of the Pat Brown Institute of Public Affairs (PBI) that is dedi-
cated to the quest for social justice, equality of opportunity, enlightened civic engagement and the improvement of the 
quality of life for all Californians.  He is also the author of three books on Los Angeles politics and government.  

 
 

Workshops 
Presidents 
Agriculture 
Education 

Smart Voter 



!  LWV/PVP/SP !
has an excellent, informative website:

<www.lwvpvp.org >  
 thanks to BETTY RIEDMAN 

& PALOS VERDES ON THE NET

 for providing & hosting this web site as 
a public service to our community

Please visit our website for more information 


