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Dear Mr. Allson:

PROPOSED ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY REGULATIONS
ON SANITARY SEWER OVERFLOWS

This lefter s to mform you of new reguiatons developed by the United Stales
Envwonmental Prolection Agensy (EPA) to ensure thal sewer collechon system owners
and operators lake a pro-achvée approach 1o minimezeé sandarny sewer ovarflows. These
reguiations are currently under review by the EPA Administrator. [fthey are approved, they
will be pubhshed in the Federal Register, followed by a 120-day pubhc comment penod.
Adopbion could then accur vathin the next one lo wo years.

The new regulahons woukd prohibil sewer overlows of any size, except overfiows caused
by nalural disasters. Owners and operalors of sewer collecton syslems. such as your City
and the Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District (Dsstrict), would be required 1o 1) apply
for a Natronal Poliution Discharge Elmnabion Syslem (NPDES) permit; 2) evaluale the
chyscal condition of all sewer faciliies, 3) dentify and develop corrective action plans to
address deficsencies n the carrying capacibes of the sewers; 4) implement new programs
for moniloring and repodting sewer overfiws, and 5) develop a Capacty, Management,
Operation and Maintenance (CMOM) Program. The CMOM would summarnze the
avners/operalors legal authonties and identify specific steps to accomplish the goals of the
new regulations

The State Water Resources Cenlrol Board (SWRCB), acting through the local Regional
Water Qualty Control Board (RWQCB), s examining oplions for implementing the
regulations lor local séwer systemd, such as that owned by your City. As currently drafted,
the federal regulations allow the SWRCB lo determune f local sewer syslems will be
regulated undér a general o mdondual NPDES pernut. The City, as the awner of ine local
sewel syslem, and the Dwsirict, as the operator, may be named co-permitlee’s on the
NPDES permut
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As the owner of the local sewer system, your City will be responsible for many aspects of
the CMOM, including: funding. Issues related to design and installation; infiltration/inflow;
controlling industrial waste discharges through enforcement of local sewer ordinances;
current capacity and structural assessment; identification and prioritization of structural and
hydraulic deficiencies, system evaluation; capacity assurance; and capacity enhancement
measures.

The broad scope of the required system engineering analysis and capacity assurance is
beyond the resources and funding available to the District for general ongoing system
operation and maintenance. We will coordinate with your City staff and/or consultants
wherever possible to facilitate our joint compliance efforts. As operators, the District wil
be responsible for the required sewer overflow monitoring and reporting programs and
development of the CMOM program for the District. We will also continue to provide our
sewer maintenance services, including regular inspections of sewer manholes, pump
stations and other facilities, and emergency repairs.

We have enclosed a copy of the draft regulations for your use. After finalization of the rule,
its implementation will be phased in over various fime periods as specified in the
requirements. You may find more information about the new regulations on the Web at

www.epa.gov/owm/sso.him,

If you need further information, please contact Mr. Nicholas Agbobu at (626) 300-3382.
Very truly yours,

JAMES A. NOYES
Director of Public Works
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T. M. ALEXANDER
Deputy Director
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