AGENDA
CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES
NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE STORM DRAIN OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
May 26, 2010
7:00 PM
CITY HALL COMMUNITY ROOM, 30940 HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD, RANCHO PALOS
VERDES
CALL TO ORDER
1. Flag Salute.
2. Roll Call. (Chair Lyon)
3. Approval of Agenda. (Chair Lyon)
4. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting conducted on May 13, 2010. (Chair Lyon)
5. Water Quality and Flood Protection Program – Public Hearing for Annual User Fee
Rate – FY10-11. (Staff)
6. Storm Drain Oversight Committee Annual Report. (Lyon)
7. Committee/Director Reports.
8. Public Comments regarding storm drain matters not on the agenda.
9. Adjournment.
American with Disabilities Act: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disabilityrelated modification or accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please call
the City Clerk’s Office at 310 544-5208 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
NOTE: Staff reports are available for inspection at City Hall, 30940 Hawthorne Boulevard during regular business hours, 7:30
A.M. to 5:30 P.M. Monday – Thursday and 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. on Friday. Materials related to an item on this Agenda
submitted to the Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Finance
Department at 30940 Hawthorne Boulevard, Rancho Palos Verdes during regular business hours.
Written materials, including emails, submitted to the City are public records and may be posted on the City’s website.
Accordingly, you may wish to omit personal information from your oral presentation or written materials as it may become
part of the public record regarding an agendized item.
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Oversight Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are
available for public inspection at the front counter of the lobby of the City Hall Administration Building at 30940 Hawthorne
Boulevard, Rancho Palos Verdes during normal business hours.

You can also view the agenda and staff reports at the City’s website www.palosverdes.com/RPV.

DRAFT MINUTES
STORM DRAIN OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES
MAY 13, 2009

CALL TO ORDER
At 7:00 P.M., Chair Lyon called the meeting to order at the City Hall Community
Room, 30940 Hawthorne Boulevard, for the purpose of conducting business
pursuant to the Agenda.
ROLL CALL
Present:

Lyon, Constantino, Curtis, Ott, Wedemeyer

Absent:

None

Also present were Deputy Director of Finance and Information Technology
Downs, Senior Engineer Dragoo, and Senior Administrative Analyst Singer.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Chair Lyon suggested a reordering of the agenda. He suggested moving item
#7, the Committee/Director Reports after the approval of the February 25th
minutes, providing an item following the Committee/Director reports for public
comments for items not on the agenda, and moving public comments after item
#6, Water Quality and Flood Protection Program. Chair Lyon asked if there were
any objections to the approval of the amended Agenda. Hearing no objections,
Chair Lyon ordered approval of the Agenda as amended.
COMMITTEE/DIRECTOR REPORTS
None.
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
None.
WATER QUALITY AND FLOOD PROTECTION
HEARING FOR ANNUAL USER FEE RATE- FY09-10

PROGRAM-

PUBLIC

Deputy Director Downs made a presentation to the Committee regarding the
FY07-08 budget v. actual spending for the storm drain program, the City’s 2009
Five-Year Model, and the proposed FY09-10 budget. Senior Engineer Dragoo
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provided the Committee with an update on FY08-09 storm drain projects. Senior
Administrative Analyst Singer provided the Committee with an update on the
City’s proposed 2009 Five Year Capital Improvement Plan.
The Committee had a discussion on these items and asked questions to which
staff responded. The Committee drafted a report to be forwarded to the City
Council (see Attachment A) for their June 2, 2009 Public Hearing regarding the
storm drain fee.
ACTION: Member Wedemeyer made a motion to forward the Committee’s
Report (Attachment A) to the City Council for review. Member Curtis seconded.
(Approved 5-0)
PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.
ADJOURNMENT
Member Wedemeyer motioned, seconded by Member Curtis, to adjourn the
meeting. Hearing no objection, Chair Lyon ordered the meeting adjourned at
8:55 P.M.

___________________________
Chair, Storm Drain Oversight Committee

ATTEST:

____________________________
Sara Singer, Recording Secretary

MEMORANDUM
TO:

HONORABLE CHAIR AND MEMBERS OF THE OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE FOR THE WATER QUALITY AND FLOOD
PROTECTION PROGRAM

FROM:

DENNIS McLEAN, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
RAY HOLLAND, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

DATE:

MAY 26, 2010

SUBJECT:

WATER QUALITY AND FLOOD PROTECTION PROGRAM –
PUBLIC HEARING FOR ANNUAL USER FEE RATE – FY10-11

Staff Coordinators:

Ron Dragoo, PE, Senior Engineer
Andy Winje, PE, Associate Engineer

RECOMMENDATION
1) Receive, review and file the revised 5-Year Storm Drain Plan, excerpts from the
draft 2010 Five-Year Financial Model (“Model”) and excerpts from the draft Capital
Improvement Program (“CIP”).
2) Conduct a public hearing to consider Staff’s recommendation to increase the annual
Storm Drain User Fee (the “Fee”) by 1.4%, from $89.47/ERU to $90.72/ERU, based
upon the change in CPI for the 12 months ended February, 2010, to fund the City’s
Water Quality and Flood Protection Program.
3) Draft the Annual Report of the Oversight Committee to be addressed to the City
Council regarding Staff’s recommendation to increase the Fee, as well as any other
findings, comments and recommendation it wishes to make to the City Council
regarding the City’s Water Quality and Flood Protection Program.
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BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION
Overview of Scope and Purpose for the Oversight Committee
The Scope and Purpose for the Oversight Committee, approved by the City Council on May
5, 2009, serves to establish the process by which the Oversight Committee exercises its
duty. The process was outlined in the Resolution as follows:
As described in Section 3.44.080 A., “The committee shall hold at least one public
hearing and issue a report, on at least an annual basis, to inform city residents and
the City Council regarding how storm drain user fee revenues are being spent and
to make recommendations to the city council regarding future expenditures of the
storm drain user fee revenues.” Staff expects to use maps, pictures, video and
financial information regarding the storm drain program to assist the Oversight
Committee’s understanding.
The Committee’s review will include the following information provided by Staff:
¾ a comparison of budget v. actual accounting for the current fiscal year;
¾ a construction project status report, including information about expenditures to date
and major contract status (i.e. design and construction contracts);
¾ the proposed budget (including major projects) for the forthcoming year;
¾ an excerpt of the Five-Year Financial Model for the storm drain program, including
the estimated ending balance, if any, in the Water Quality and Flood Protection fund;
¾ an excerpt of the Five-Year Financial Model regarding the projected revenues of the
General Fund of the City for the current and forthcoming fiscal years, including but
not limited to, property taxes, sales taxes and transient occupancy taxes; the
projected expenditures of the General Fund of the City for the current and
forthcoming fiscal years; and the estimated ending General Fund reserves for the
current and forthcoming fiscal years; and
¾ Staff’s recommendation regarding the User Fee rate for the forthcoming year prior to
making its own recommendation regarding the User Fee rate for the next fiscal year.

Staff believes that its presentation to the Oversight Committee made on May 10, 2010
along with the information included with this report, satisfies the provisions of Municipal
Code section 3.44.080 that outlines the information to be annually reviewed by the
Oversight Committee.
Passage of Measure C – November 6, 2007
On November 6, 2007, the voters approved an amendment to the User Fee ordinance to
include a voter enacted Oversight Committee and a 10-year sunset of the storm drain user
fee. When the User Fee rate was established by the property owners in 2005, the total
User Fees to be collected over 30 years was estimated to be about $50 million to pay for
known construction projects, storm drain lining, maintenance, staffing and engineering.
Based upon the 10-year sunset established with the passage of Measure C, the maximum
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total User Fees that could be collected is estimated to be about $13 million. It appears as
though it will be necessary to secure other funding sources to continue the Storm Drain
program when the User Fee expires on June 30, 2016.
2010 City Council Tactical Goals
As part of the 2010 Tactical Planning Workshop, the City Council set the following goal with
benchmarks directly related to CIP program, including the storm drain program:
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (CIP) GOAL
GOAL: Implement the Five-Year Capital Improvement Program to renew, improve
and maintain the City's infrastructure and facilities.
SUB-GOAL: Implement the San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project.
MILESTONES:
1. By May 1, 2010, staff will conduct a study session with the City Council to review
costs and discuss funding options specific to a potential citywide sewer fee to fund
maintenance efforts and capital improvements to the City's Sanitary Sewer System.
2. By December 31,2010, conditioned on agreement that may be needed with the
City of Los Angeles and the County of Los Angeles, initiate pre-design for the San
Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project.
3. In the event that federal funding is not available for San Ramon Stabilization
Project, staff will identify and report to the City Council on alternatives for addressing
the scope and funding of the Project.
4. By December 31, 2010, staff will make a presentation to the City Council
regarding the status of developing a plan in conjunction with the City of Rancho
Palos Verdes and the City of Los Angeles to address other downstream
improvements that are needed to minimize flooding on 25th Street.
5. By June 30, 2011, complete implementation of the FY 09-10 Arterial Streets
Pavement Management Program so that 90% of the City's arterial roadway
inventory will be in good to excellent condition.
6. Provide a report to the City Council on the specific storm drain work to be
performed in FY1 0-11 at the Budget Workshop, currently scheduled for May 22,
2010.
7. Provide a report to the City Council on the specific infrastructure and
recreational improvements that will be performed within the Palos Verdes Nature
Preserve in FY10-11 at the Budget Workshop, currently scheduled for May 22,
2010.
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NEW CIVIC CENTER GOAL
GOAL: Create a New Civic Center.
SUB-GOAL: Construct the first Rancho Palos Verdes City Hall.
MILESTONES:
1. By March 31,2010, develop a realistic schedule, including incremental steps such
as needs assessment, space planning, site planning, financing options, etc., to
create a new Civic Center.
2. By April 30, 2010, identify estimated costs and specific tasks required to create a
new Civic Center.
3. By May 31,2010, develop a public informational program regarding the need for a
new City Hall.
4. By June 30, 2010, identify potential funding sources, including but not limited to
private-public partnership and potential private donations, to develop a new City
Hall.
5. By June 30, 2010, the Upper Point Vicente/Civic Center Master Plan Council
subcommittee will tour and meet with local representatives of at least two other
California cities that have recently completed new civic center projects to discuss
financing mechanisms, design considerations and other related issues.
6. By September 30, 2010, present proposed modifications to the existing
Program of Utilization for the Upper Point Vicente property to the National Park
Service for approval.
7. By March 31, 2011, provide a report to the City Council regarding the most likely
plans and estimated cost ranges for each major element of a new Civic Center,
including adding a Sheriff sub-station and/or the location of other emergency
support services such as an ambulance station on the property.
8. By June 30, 2011, complete the necessary steps to record an Alta Survey Map for
the Upper Point Vicente property.

The City Council’s 2010 Tactical Goals establish the San Ramon Canyon Stabilization
project and the Civic Center project, both unfunded, as the highest priorities.
FY10-11 Budget and 2010 Model
The current version of Staff’s proposed, draft FY10-11 budget for the General Fund is
balanced and has been included in the 2010 Five Year Financial Model (the 2010 Model)
that was distributed to the City Council in anticipation of the Budget Workshop conducted
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on May 22, 2010. Staff will advise the Oversight Committee regarding any further direction
regarding the draft FY10-11 Budget and the 2010 Model at this Oversight Committee
meeting.
The City Council adopted a formal General Fund Reserve Policy on December 2, 2008,
requiring the City to maintain a minimum fund balance of at least 50%of annual operating
expenditures in the General Fund. The current draft of the 2010 Model indicates that
General fund reserves are expected to exceed the reserve policy level of 50% of annual
General Fund expenditures during FY10-11 By about $1.7 million.
The draft 2010 Model includes the “funded” CIP projects last approved by the City Council
on March 16, 2010. The estimated cost of unfunded CIP projects ranges between $71
million and $108 million. The following excerpt from the staff report, dated May 22, 2010,
offers a summary of the draft 2010 Model:
“The current draft of the 2010 Model indicates that General Fund Reserves will
continue to grow over the next five years. This is largely due to expected continued
receipt of transient occupancy tax (TOT) revenue from the Terranea Resort, which
has been included in the Model now that the Resort has opened. Staff continues to
recommend that the City Council set-aside Terranea TOT for capital projects
(including the San Ramon Canyon Stabilization and Civic Center projects), as
opposed to the expansion of programs and services in the operating budget. In its
Draft FY10-11 Budget staff report, dated May 22, 2010, Staff has provided an
overview of a proposed revision of the City Council Policy No. 41: Reserve Policies
to memorialize this continuing recommendation.
Staff has included the following uses of TOT in the 2010 Model:
¾ FY10-11 improvements to Lower Hesse and Grandview Parks ($2 million);
¾ FY11-12 Civic Center planning and infrastructure improvements ($1 million);
and
¾ FY11-12 matching contribution for various grant-funded park improvements
($145,000).
The uses of TOT revenue summarized above have been included as “funded”
projects in the updated 2009 CIP as last approved by the City Council on March 16,
2010.”

Proposed Reserve Policy Revisions
Staff has developed two proposed revisions to Policy No. 41. The goal of the revisions is
to: 1) to establish an annual process to consider what portion of estimated TOT revenue
that is included in the budget for the next fiscal year, if not the entire amount, that shall be
transferred to the CIP Fund to be set-aside and accumulated for known, high-priority,
unfunded capital projects, future unknown capital projects and significant emergency
projects (e.g. San Ramon Canyon Stabilization, and Civic Center); and 2) establish a clear
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policy statement for the Water Quality Flood Protection program that user fee monies not
earmarked for known high-priority projects, repairs and maintenance should be
accumulated for future projects (e.g. San Ramon Canyon Stabilization). Staff has
underlined and used italic font to highlight the proposed revisions of Policy No. 41 below:
A.

General Fund
The City will maintain a minimum fund balance of at least 50 percent of
annual operating expenditures in the General Fund. This is considered the
minimum level necessary to maintain the City’s credit worthiness and to
adequately provide for:
1. Economic uncertainties, local disasters, and other financial hardships or
downturns in the local or national economy.
2. Contingencies for unseen operating or capital needs.
3. Cash flow requirements.
In conjunction with the preparation of the annual update of the City’s Capital
Improvement Program, the Five-Year Financial Model and the proposed
budget, Staff shall make a recommendation to the City Council of the amount
of General Fund reserves that shall be transferred to the Capital
Improvement Fund reserve.

D.

Water Quality Flood Protection Fund
Project spending in the Water Quality Flood Protection (WQFP) fund
fluctuates year to year. The Storm Drain User Fee is a source of funding for
these projects. To avoid a fluctuating Fee, the City will maintain retained
earnings over the life of the WQFP fee to establish rate stabilization and
provide funding for scheduled projects and maintenance, in part or in full.

Subject to the City Council’s direction at its Budget Workshop on May 22nd, Staff expects to
present the proposed revision to the Reserve Policy to the Oversight Committee later this
year. However, Staff will forward any first impressions or recommendations that the
Committee may offer if the Committee wishes.
Staff’s Finding and Recommendation
General Fund revenues will not be sufficient to fund the Storm Drain program; therefore,
continuing and increasing the Fee is necessary for the following reasons:
1) Property tax represents about half of General Fund revenue and any small variance
in the percentage increase of property assessments has a large cumulative effect on
the five years of the Model. Staff has acquired property transfer information from a
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land management database that indicates a property tax increase of about 0.5% for
FY10-11. Staff has also received information that there is no expected inflationary
increase of property assessments for FY10-11. Therefore, Staff has assumed an
overall property tax increase of 0.5% in the draft FY10-11 budget.
2) When the WQFP program was established in 2005, a list of 38 projects totaling
about $20.1 million was identified and included in the original program. Of those
projects, projects with an estimated total cost of $9.9 million remain unfunded
through FY14-15. Since 2005, an additional $1.2 million of essential small projects
that were not in the original plan have been identified and funded. The original 2005
program also included about $4.6 million of pipe lining over 30 years. Through
FY14-15, about $3.2 million of pipe lining will have been funded over a period of 10
years; a significantly accelerated rate. An allocation of $585,000 over 2 years has
been included in the 5-year plan to build a dynamic Drainage Master Plan Program.
It is anticipated that the Drainage Master Plan Program will identify additional
projects not included in the 5-Year Storm Drain Plan and provide for future
management of the storm drain system by incorporating the inventory, condition
assessments and analysis into the City’s GIS program.
In concurrence with the comments offered by the members of the Oversight
Committee during the May 10th meeting, Staff believes that it is important to disclose
that the actual cost of unfunded storm drain projects beyond 2016, the year the Fee
shall sunset, likely exceeds the $9.9 million included in the attached 5-Year Storm
Drain Plan. Additionally, Staff has provided a rough estimate for the cost of the
proposed “unfunded” San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project in the amount of
$19.5 million.
A summary of the “unfunded” storm drain projects follows:
"Unfunded" - San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project
"Unfunded" - Remaining uncompleted projects included
in the Original 38 projects in 2005

$ 19,500,000

9,977,789

"Unfunded" unidentified projects - emegencies

?

"Unfunded" projects - identified as a result of the
proposed master plan of drainage

?

TOTAL

$ 29,477,789

3) As stated previously, the 2010 Tactical Goals establish the San Ramon Canyon
Stabilization project and the Civic Center project, both unfunded, as the highest
priorities. The preliminary estimates of costs, as reported in the CIP, range between
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$16.5 million and $19.5 million for the San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project and
between $23.5 million and $43 million for the Civic Center Project.
4) In light of the significance of the multi-million amount of unfunded CIP projects, the
City’s Reserve Policy to set-aside funds to help pay for a portion of the future
projects, Staff recommends an increase of the Fee to $90.72 for the FY10-11.
Reports and Meetings Prior to the Public Hearing for FY10-11
Staff presented a FY09-10 update regarding the Water Quality and Flood Protection
program (the “Storm Drain program”) in a Memorandum, dated January 18, 2010, sent via
email. Staff updated the Committee again on May 10, 2010, (see attached staff report)
including the status of storm drain capital projects, storm drain lining projects, catch basin
filtration devices and other expenditures for the program. Staff also presented the
proposed project plan and draft budget for the Storm Drain program for FY10-11, as well as
the draft 5-Year Storm Drain Plan. The Committee members asked questions, several that
staff deferred and have attempted to answer in this report. The Committee also offered
comments and suggestions, some which have been integrated into this staff report, as well
as the revised, draft 5-Year Storm Drain Plan.
San Ramon Stabilization Project
In past years, the San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project has been included in this list of
updates. This project is very complex and has multiple jurisdictions involved including the
City of Los Angeles and Los Angeles County.
The re-authorization of the Surface Transportation Bill has presented a tremendous
opportunity for the City to apply for federal funding to assist with this project. The drainage
issues related to San Ramon Canyon have a direct impact on the stability and functionality
of Palos Verdes Drive South and Palos Verdes Drive East. The potential for a catastrophic
roadway failure is growing and could render both critical roadways unrecoverable if the
issue is not addressed. City staff has been working with Blais & Associates, Inc. a
consulting firm which specializes in assisting local governments in securing grant funding,
to apply for federal funds to pay for this project.
Congressman Rohrabacher is expected to include the project is his High Priority Project
portfolio for the reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU, which is a federal transportation bill
renewed every six years allowing for specific projects to be authorized and funded.
However, the Congressman has said such inclusion is on-hold at this time, subject to his
legislative negotiations. The project is estimated to cost $19.5 million, and RPV’s federal
funding request is for $9.75 million. In December a three-way letter was signed between
RPV, the City of Los Angeles and Los Angeles County agreeing to collaborate to raise
funds to pay for the project.
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The project has been divided into three phases and will likely take a number of years to
complete. In FY09-10 and FY10-11, the City Council allocated approximately $1.5 million
(including carry over money from FY08-09) to complete a Project Study Report which will
serve as the project initiation document that is submitted to State and Federal Agencies for
project funding. The contract that is expected to lead to design concept alternatives for the
project was awarded to Harris and Associates at the March 16, 2010 City Council meeting.
This study is expected to take 6 to 8 months to complete. Phase II and Phase III have
been included on the unfunded list of the CIP at this time. Attached to this report is a copy
of the Palos Verdes Drive East & Palos Verdes Drive South Roadway Stabilization Project
Fact Sheet.
Storm Drain User Fee and FY10-11 Plan
The Storm Drain User Fee, which generates revenue totaling about $1.2 million annually,
will expire in 2016. This revenue is deposited into the Water Quality Flood Protection
(WQFP) fund for the improvement and maintenance of the City’s storm drain facilities.
The draft 5-Year Storm Drain Plan that was presented to the Committee on May 10th was
nearly identical to the plan presented a year ago. During its meeting on May 10th, the
Committee suggested that staff re-evaluate the inclusion of several of the “original 38
projects” in FY13-14 and FY14-15 of the Plan. Accordingly, Staff has reconsidered and
included certain projects in FY12-13, FY13-14 and FY14-15. A description of those
projects are presented below. Staff has also re-considered the timing and approach for
developing a complete master plan of drainage as described below. Once the plan is
completed, the priority of all projects included in the 5-Year Storm Drain Plan may change.
Additionally, the funding needs of the top priority San Ramon Stabilization Project may
affect this Plan.
Drainage Master Plan Program
The Drainage Master Plan Program seeks to do two things. First, a planning document
would be prepared during FY10-11 to guide staff in developing project programming. Staff
has re-programmed the Los Verdes project allocation and other projects savings to fund
the preparation of the planning document. Second, a data collection and retention system
would be implemented that would allow for efficient and systematic management of the
stormwater system into the future that would be integrated into the City’s existing
Geographic Information System (“GIS”) as its data backbone. $40,000 is already included
in the FY09-10 budget of the General Fund that will be used to facilitate integration of the
new data into the GIS system.
The current planning document for the City’s storm drain system is the Update to the
Master Plan of Drainage, prepared in 2004 by a consultant. It was an update to a previous
plan, prepared by the same consultant in 1998. The update in 2004 added to the storm
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drain inventory to reflect projects that had been recently completed. It also included a
revised hydrologic and hydraulic analysis for the pipes to determine where hydraulic
deficiencies in the system occur. However, no assessment of the condition of the pipes
was made at that time. All the pipes in the inventory (atlas) were assumed to be fully
operable and in an adequate state of repair. Based on this analysis, the consultant
developed a list of hydraulically deficient drains, a prioritization scheme based on that and
estimated costs. This list became the basis for the projects identified at the implementation
of the WQFP Program.
The basic inadequacy of the 2004 master plan update was that it did not address the
physical condition of the pipes but merely addressed the hydraulic issues. Since 2004, a
number of deficiencies in the physical condition of the pipes and channels have been
identified and many of them addressed through new construction and lining projects.
However, at this time, many deficiencies remain. Some are known and some unknown,
due to both hydraulics and serviceability. In addition, as a given storm drain is modified, it
may affect the characteristics of runoff on downstream systems. In order to capture these
system changes and incorporate conditional deficiencies in the planning process, staff
believes it is important to systematically document the existing conditions, update the
analyses of the system, develop costs of correction and levels of risk associated with
deficiencies, and use that data to develop project priorities and work plans. This would be
accomplished by development of a Drainage Master Plan Program.
In order for the master plan to be comprehensive, it should include verified inventory data,
data on the condition of pipes, revised hydrologic and hydraulic calculations and models as
required, estimates of costs of both corrective measures and risks of waiting, and a scheme
by which projects can be prioritized.
Further, to make the master plan useful in the future, it should be able to be updated to
reflect work of new drainage and development projects, and discovery of new pipe
conditions. Again, the backbone of the master plan would be the City’s GIS system, which
would store atlas information, archived records of construction and maintenance, and
updated inspection footage. The GIS platform is already being used by the City, including
some atlas information of the storm drains. The new master plan information would be
added to this, along with future data obtained from new projects, routine field inspections
and reported problems. An effort would be made annually to update the GIS system with
data created and collected throughout the year.
Projects added to the 5-Year Storm Drain Plan
Based upon comments offered by the Committee members during the Oversight
Committee meeting conducted on May 10th, Staff has revised the 5-Year Storm Drain Plan,
including the following storm drain projects:

WATER QUALITY AND FLOOD PROTECTION PROGRAM – ANNUAL
USER FEE RATE – FY10-11
May 26, 2010
Page 11 of 13
PVDE Lower Switchbacks – $485,000 in FY12-13
This project will address the CMP’s that provide drainage across the switchbacks. The
existing pipes have been in place for more than 60 years performing the task they were
originally designed for. The capacity of the pipes is undersized; therefore, larger sized
pipes are needed to adequately drain runoff from the roadway. The hydrology calculations
performed through the Drainage Master Plan Program are expected to validate such. The
inlet configurations designed and built by the County are simply depressed areas adjacent
to the roadway that do not provide any protection for pedestrian, bicycle or vehicular traffic.
Standard inlet catch basins and outlet pans will be installed through this project.
A drainage system is needed to collect runoff that exits Crest Road onto Palos Verdes
Drive East. Additionally the system will collect runoff along Palos Verdes Drive East to the
east of Casilina Drive (parallel to Narino Dr.) During heavy rains localized flooding can be
observed on Palos Verdes Drive East which creates a safety concern for motorists. The
hydrology calculations performed through the Drainage Master Plan Program will verify this
need. Standard catch basin inlets will collect runoff from the roadway which will be
transmitted through a mainline to the outlet structure which will be located to the south
opposite to the Casilina Drive intersection.
PVDS (North of Barkentine) – $446,000 in FY13-14
This project will address an undersized drain that crosses Palos Verdes Drive South
located to the east of Sea Cove Drive. The hydrology calculations performed through the
Drainage Master Plan Program will verify this need. The invert of this pipe was
reestablished sometime in the 1990s through Portland Cement Concrete Lining and the
pipe is in relatively good condition. There is no inlet or outlet associated with this system,
so they will need to be designed and installed.
South Hawthorne/Via Frascati Curb & Gutter – $440,000 in FY14-15
Localized flooding associated with runoff from the roadway will be corrected through a
project that will address the continuous flow of runoff through placement of a curb and
gutter system along Via Frascati.
May 10, 2010 Meeting of the Oversight Committee – Follow-Up Regarding
Questions, Request for Additional Information and Comments
Question – Will the proposed Marymount Project have an Impact on the San Ramon
Canyon drainage corridor?
Answer – Not as presented in the Environmental Impact Report, nor based upon the
revisions under consideration by the City Council. The potential impacts on San Ramon
Canyon were fully considered in the preparation of the environmental documentation
prepared for the Marymount project. The Draft EIR (October 2007) and the Final EIR (May
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2009) investigated the potential effects of the proposed Marymount project on the
environment, including impacts from stormwater runoff and construction activity on land
stability. To the extent that the proposed improvements might affect San Ramon Canyon
(and other slopes and drainage courses in the area), mitigation measures were identified to
reduce the severity of any potential impact to “less than significant”, which is the lowest
possible rating. Site drainage that currently drains into San Ramon Canyon will be
collected and drained into a detention facility. The intent is to release post construction
drainage into the Ganado drainage system at the rate runoff is currently entering the
system so the system will not be over burdened by any added runoff generated from the
construction project. This will effectively reduce the tributary area to the Canyon.
Question – Why is the Paintbrush Canyon drainage system not included in the 5-year plan?
Answer – The Paintbrush Canyon drainage system exists in the Redevelopment Agency
area of the City. Our best understanding of history is that the drainage system fell into a
state of disrepair quickly due to the significant rate of land movement and was abandoned.
The Improvement Authority of the City is responsible for maintaining RDA improvements.
Unfortunately, it does not currently have sufficient funding to maintain a replacement of the
Paintbrush Canyon drainage system which could cost $100,000 or more annually.
Notwithstanding such, Staff is gathering information regarding the draining issues and
possible funding alternatives and will report its findings to the Committee in the future.
If the WQFP were to take on this maintenance obligation for the Paintbrush Canyon
drainage systems, the approximate cost to maintain the system would represent roughly
8.3% of the funds collected through the User Fee. Staff does not recommend this action at
this time.
Question - Once approved by Congress, what is the term of an appropriation before it
lapses?
Answer – Staff re-directed this question to its grant consultant, Blais & Associates, and
received the following reply: (1) Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) – $9.75 million
request - Once approved by Congress, funding the request processes through the US
Army Corp of engineers; and (2) Reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU - $9.75 million request Federal transportation bill renewed every 6 years and are currently under consideration.
Funding is subject to the federal appropriation process of Congress. However, funding bills
are considered every two years for WRDA and annually for SAFETEA-LU. Funding,
accounting and compliance matters change from time to time and subject to federal audits
performed in conjunction with the City’s independent audit. Generally, federal funds are
expected to be spent within 2-3 years of their advance. Some federal funds are paid on a
project reimbursement basis.

Question – Can a project location map be provided the Committee?
Yes – Projection location maps will be presented during the meeting and distributed to
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the Committee members.
Attachments:
Staff Report, Dated May 10, 2010
5-Year Storm Drain Plan Through FY14-15
Excerpts from 2010 CIP – Attachment C (5 Year Capital Improvement Plan) and
Attachment D (Capital Improvement Plan – Unfunded Projects)
Excerpts from 2010 Draft Five-Year Financial Model – General Fund (Pages 2 – 6)

MEMORANDUM
TO:

HONORABLE CHAIR AND MEMBERS OF THE OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE FOR THE WATER QUALITY AND FLOOD
PROTECTION PROGRAM

FROM:

DENNIS McLEAN, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

DATE:

MAY 10, 2010

SUBJECT:

WATER QUALITY AND FLOOD PROTECTION PROGRAM –
FY09-10 UPDATE

Project Managers: Andy Winje, PE Associate Engineer
Ron Dragoo, PE, Senior Engineer

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION
This report includes a brief update regarding the major projects included in the Water
Quality and Flood Protection program in addition to highlights from the FY09-10 program.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project
The City allocated $1.2 million for the completion of the Project Study Report (PSR) for the
San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project (a/k/a as the Palos Verdes Drive East
(PVDE)/Palos Verdes Drive South (PVDS) Roadway Stabilization Project). The PSR will
provide a minimum of three preliminary alternative designs and environmental requirements
for each design alternative. This phase of the project should be complete within 12
months. This contract was awarded to Harris and Associates on March 16, 2010.
The project is estimated to cost $19.5 million, and has been included in the City’s Capital
Improvement Plan on the Unfunded Projects List. The City has taken a collaborative
approach with the City of Los Angeles and Los Angeles County to request federal funds for
the San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project. All three government agencies signed a
letter of cooperation pledging their collective commitment to work together to insure that
these vital transportation routes remain safe and viable. The letter was signed by RPV
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Mayor Steve Wolowicz, L.A. Councilwoman Janice Hahn and L.A. County Supervisor Don
Knabe and submitted to Congressman Dana Rohrabacher in December 2009.
Congressman Dana Rohrabacher visited the project site in August 2009, and immediately
recognized the threat, and therefore, has included the project in his High Priority Project
portfolio for the reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU (a federal transportation bill in which
projects are authorized and funded) this year. The City has received statewide and
regional support for the project including letters from Tony Strickland, CA State Senate,
Roderick D. Wright, CA State Senate, Alan Lowenthal, CA State Senate, Bonnie
Lowenthal, CA State Assembly, Ted Lieu, CA State Assembly, Don Knabe, Los Angeles
County Supervisor, and Janice Hahn, Los Angeles City Councilwoman. Please see the
attached fact sheet for additional information about the project.
McCarrrell Canyon
The Notice of Completion for the McCarrell Canyon project was presented to the City
Council on November 17, 2009. The project reached substantial completion in April, just 24
months after its commencement. The $7.4 million project was designed to convey water
from a 100-year storm from both the McCarrell Canyon and Barkentine Canyon to the
beach with the expectation of providing full protection to the neighborhoods. Upon
completion of this project, miscellaneous tasks have been identified to clean up the
surrounding project site. The amount of $167,000 was carried over to FY09-10 to complete
incidental site clean-up work, including undergrounding the utilities. The City was granted
the APWA achievement award for the project.

PROJECT UPDATES
San Ramon Canyon Stabilization Project
Project Name:
Project Area 3
Project Area:
$1,152,000
Budgeted Cost:
$506,300
Contract Award:
TBD
Total/Estimated Costs:
0%
Percentage Completion:
Project Description:
A Request For Proposals was issued and qualified firms interviewed in November 2009 for the
completion of a Project Study Report (PSR). A Professional Services Contract was awarded to Harris
and Associates on March 16, 2010 for the preparation of the Project Study Report. The PSR will
identify at least three preliminary design options and provide environmental requirements for each
design alternative. This phase of the project should be complete within 12 months. City Staff and
Elected Officials are actively pursuing Federal funding opportunities. A fact sheet about the project
has been developed and is available to all interested parties (see attached).
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Catch Basin Filtration Devices
Project Name:
Project Area 12
Project Area:
$205,000
Budgeted Cost:
TBD
Contract Award:
TBD
Final/Estimated Costs:
0%
Percentage Completion:
Project Description:
Staff has deferred advertising the catch basin filtration project in the north east portion of the city.
This area of the City was identified to address the trash problems at Lake Machado in Los Angeles.
Due to problems with performing work on catch basins that are maintained by Los Angeles County,
work on this project had to be delayed to the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year. Procedures for the installation
of best management practice devices for storm drain structures within Los Angeles County Flood
Control District Facilities have recently been published. The Project Plans and Specifications are
being revised to include these new requirements. The Project will be advertised in May and a
contract is expected to be awarded in June 2010. The estimated cost of this project is $200,000.

Los Verdes Golf Course
Project Name:
Project Area 10
Project Area:
$95,000
Budgeted Cost:
TBD
Contract Award:
TBD
Final/Estimated Costs:
0%
Percentage Completion:
Project Description:
This is a Los Angeles County project. The originally proposed share of project cost was 22% by the
City of Rancho Palos Verdes. Storm drain improvements behind homes on Calle De Suenos were
installed by the County of Los Angeles during this past year. Albeit only half of the system originally
proposed by Los Angeles County was installed, the improvements should improve how runoff from
their facility is managed. The remaining half of the improvements were not installed by the County
due to the lack of adequate right of way to install a standard county storm drain through private
property. To date, Los Angeles County has not invoiced the City requesting reimbursement for the
City’s share of cost for the construction that has been completed. Therefore, staff believes that it is
prudent to carry forward the $95,000 included in the FY07-08 budget as the City’s share of
construction costs for this project.
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PVDE Drainage Inlets
Project Name:
Project Area 6
Project Area:
$60,000
Budgeted Cost:
TBD
Contract Award:
TBD
Total/Estimated Costs:
0%
Percentage Completion:
Project Description:
This project was presented as the first phase of a five year project to address roadway drainage
issues along Palos Verdes Drive East. Subsequent to establishing this project, Public Works
recommended and the City Council approved a study of the Palos Verdes Drive East to evaluate the
adequacy of the roadway to accommodate its many varied uses (i.e. vehicle traffic, equestrian and
cycling) and provide recommendations to increase safety. If curb improvements were installed at this
time, it is likely that the improvements would not accommodate future safety recommendations. No
action has been taken and this project is being included with improvements that are anticipated on
Palos Verdes Drive East to better facilitate surface drainage while accommodating the multiple uses
of this particular roadway. Staff recommends that the budgeted funds identified for curb
improvements be carried forward to next year’s budget when the larger roadway project will likely be
conducted. A roadway project which helps address drainage issues along PVDE is currently being
designed. Improvements are anticipated to be included in the project that will better channel water
away from private property. Construction is tentatively anticipated during the summer of 2010.

Miscellaneous Repairs & Storm Drain Filtration Maintenance
Project Name:
Project Area 12
Project Area:
$326,495
Budgeted Cost:
$152,400
Contract Award:
$326,000
Total/Estimated Costs:
10%
Percentage Completion:
Project Description:
As a result of this program and the following maintenance activities, the City of Rancho Palos Verdes
has not received a single “after–hours” callout to address a rain related emergency during the past
three years.
¾ All of the filters in the 111 catch basins with filtration and trash screens installed in the City
are scheduled to be replaced;
¾ All Catch Basins in the City have been cleaned;
¾ Large Diameter Storm Drain Maintenance projects have been identified on PVDE,
Hawthorne Blvd., and Indian Peak Rd. and will be repaired through the lining project this year
¾ 44 storm drain outlets are identified and scheduled to be cleaned and repaired throughout
the City this year
¾ Cleaned and video inspected 26 sections of CMP.
Other miscellaneous repairs have also been including repairs at Seacove and Packet Road and an
18 inch drain on Palos Verdes Drive South.
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Via Colinita Vickery Canyon
Project Name:
Project Area 7
Project Area:
$251,500
Budgeted Cost:
$85,475
Contract Award:
$251,500
Total/Estimated Costs:
25%
Percentage Completion:
Project Description:
One of the pipelines draining into the Vickery Canyon basin runs along Palos Verdes Drive East. A
project has been completed connecting additional catch basins to this pipeline. Construction on this
project began in January and was completed in March. The Project cost was $85,475.
Additional pipelines in the Vickery Canyon basin will be rehabilitated this year and are in various
stages of design. Although cost estimates are not fully developed, construction on this project is
expected to begin this year;

Storm Drain Lining
Project Name:
Project Area 12
Project Area:
$524,822
Budgeted Cost:
TBD
Contract Award:
TBD
Total/Estimated Costs:
0%
Percentage Completion:
Project Description:
As a result of the inspections performed on the large diameter storm drain pipes, seven storm drain
lines were determined to need some form of work. One of the seven (the one-hundred twenty inch
diameter pipe running under PVDS that was repaired last year) pipes identified became an
emergency repair when holes in the pipe were discovered during a follow up inspection. Three large
diameter storm drains are scheduled to be repaired through this year’s lining program, and the
remaining three large diameter pipes needing repairs will be inspected again next year and possibly
scheduled for repairs.
Following this year’s rains, additional work is required on many pipe inverts and this work is currently
underway. Plans and specifications for the FY09-10 lining project are in process. Twenty-six lines
have been identified for lining this year. Three large diameter lines are included, and the remaining
twenty-three are thirty inches and smaller. Advertising for this year’s project has been delayed to
May to accommodate repair work. A Project award is likely to be recommended at the June 22, 2010
City Council meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:
City of Rancho Palos Verdes Storm Drain Costs (FY09-10 through FY14-15)

City of Rancho Palos Verdes
Storm Drain Plan through FY14-15
Prior
Years'
Paid

Area
Backbone Projects
2 McCarrell Canyon
McCarrell Canyon, Tarragon Property
2 Acquisition
1 Sunnyside Ridge
PVDS & PVDE Roadway Stabilization
3 Project
5 PVDE Miraleste Canyon System
6 PVDE San Pedro & Averill Canyon Systems
4 Altamira Canyon

12
10
2
10
10
9
5
12

Pipe Lining
Phase I
Phase II (Monero Storm Drain)
PVDS (from Clipper to Seacove)
Crest to Crestridge
Hawthorne to Silver Arrow
Tarapaca Drive
Pontevedra Drive
Storm Drain Lining, Other

7
2
9
6
11
3

Capacity & Secondary System Projects
Via Colinita & Roan System Projects
Hawthorne Blvd.
PVDE Lower Switchbacks
South Hawthorne/Via Frascati
Middlecrest Road Project
PVDS (North of Barkentine)

Filtration Systems
12 Catch Basin Filtration Devices
2 30502 PVDW Catch Basin

2
2
2
10
6
5
12
10
3
6
6
10
4

Other Projects
McCarrell Canyon Interim,
Barkentine/Seacove
McCarrell Canyon Interim, Gabion & Timber
Walls
Palos Verdes Bay Club Interim
Improvements
PVDS Salvation Army Outlet
Bronco Drive
Noble View Canyon
Citywide Interim, Other
Alida Place Storm Drain Relocation
Tarapaca Landslide Study
PVDE Engineering Reserve
PVDE Inlets
Mossbank Storm Drain Rehabilitation
PVDS @ Altamira Canyon

7,408,641

Total Program Costs

FY10-11
5YR Model

FY11-12
5YR Model

FY12-13
5YR Model

FY13-14
5YR Model

FY14-15
5YR Model

97,000

10,980
532,000
174,723
210,000
59,700
130,000
80,000
317,792
1,122,978
111,410
-

Total
Spend
By Project

Remaining
Projects
(Original 38)

7,505,641

1,403,500
417,361

1,403,500
417,361
1,152,000

524,822

350,000

314,617

319,555

370,000

292,500
200,000

251,500

324,642

331,135

337,758

485,000
440,000

327,490
8,600
-

446,000

41,000

41,000

41,000

41,000

41,000

1,512,980
-

2,240,000
2,839,637

532,000
174,723
210,000
59,700
130,000
80,000
317,792
3,275,507
-

3,008,992
1,750,000

655,410
570,000
485,000
440,000
446,000
532,490
8,600
-

135,000

135,000

119,213

119,213

185,000
26,000
66,000
27,000
7,400
98,480
6,377
20,360
245,885
145,470

185,000
26,000
66,000
27,000
7,400
98,480
6,377
20,360
60,000
245,885
200,470

Miscellaneous Repairs & Maintenance
12 Miscellaneous Repairs
Storm Drain/Filtration Maintenance (includes
Hawthorne, Montemalaga & Video
12 Inspection/Cleaning)
410,143
Subtotal Project & Maintenance Costs
13,807,503
12 Purchase of Push Camera
12 Administration (contract/staff engineer)
12 Drainage Master Plan Program

FY09-10
Budget

60,000

55,000

271,495
2,411,817

237,687
1,313,304

244,817
1,097,872

222,162
1,072,804

319,727
1,137,862

237,518
1,056,276

1,943,549
21,897,438

11,813
481,769
-

144,190

146,314
360,000

148,062
225,000

152,504
30,000

157,079
30,000

161,792
30,000

11,813
1,391,710
675,000

14,301,085

2,556,007

1,819,618

1,470,934

1,255,308

1,324,941

1,248,068

23,975,961

Note: This schedule reflects actual costs and does not include depreciation or capitalization of storm drain improvements, which are
included in the City's financial statements.

139,160

9,977,789

9,977,789

ATTACHMENT C
Rancho Palos Verdes Five Year Capital Improvement Plan

Project

FY10-11

Buildings and Other Facility Improvements
Infrastructure Improvements at Upper Point Vicente

FY11-12

FY12-13

FY13-14

FY14-15

$ 1,000,000

Funding Source
General fund

Intangible Capital Outlay
Storm Drain Master Plan Update

$

625,000

General fund

Roadway Infrastructure
Residential Overlay and Slurry Seal Zone 3

$ 1,520,000

Residential Overlay and Slurry Seal Zone 5

General fund
$ 1,800,000

Residential Overlay and Slurry Seal Zone 1

General fund
$ 1,600,000

Residential Overlay and Slurry Seal Zone 2

General fund
$ 1,500,000

Residential Overlay and Slurry Seal Zone 7

$ 1,500,000 General fund

Arterial Overlay and Slurry Seal PVDE (Miraleste to North City Limits)
PVDW Phase II Median Improvements

$ 2,700,000
$

Prop C, STPL, Measure R, General fund

250,000

Beautification fund

Hawthorne Blvd. Median Improvements (Via Rivera to City Hall)

$

250,000

Beautification fund

Hawthorne Blvd. Median Improvements (City Hall to Vallon)
Pedestrian Improvement Project on Hawthorne

General fund

$

250,000 Beautification fund

$ 1,141,600

Grant/City 20% Match from General fund

Public Utilities
No projects scheduled at this time
Storm Drain System
Storm Drain Lining

$

314,617

PVDS & PVDE Roadway Stabilization Project

$

350,000

Via Colinita Vickery Canyon
Hawthorne Blvd.

$

370,000

$

319,555

$

324,642

$

331,135

$

337,758 WQFP

$

292,500

WQFP for $250,000 and $275,000

$

200,000

WQFP

WQFP

Recreation, Parks, and Open Space
Lower Hesse Park & Grandview Park

$ 2,000,000

Fred J. Hesse Park Field Upgrade Phase I and II

$

TOT, Grant

500,000

TOT, Grant

Coastal Access Trail

$

425,000

$

425,000

Grant/City 20% Match

Gateway Park Development Project: Phase I and II

$

200,000

$

275,000

Grant/City 20% Match

Abalone Cove Shoreline Park

$

100,000

$

150,000

Grant/City 20% Match

Total

$ 6,446,217

$ 7,037,055

$ 3,649,642

$ 1,831,135

$ 2,087,758

ATTACHMENT D

RPV Capital Improvement Plan - Unfunded Projects
Cost Range
Project

Minimum

Maximum

Funding Sources

Buildings and Other Facility Improvements
1 Fred Hesse Jr. Park Renovation
2 Community and Aquatic Center
3 City Hall

$500,000
$3,000,000
$20,500,000

$900,000
$8,000,000 $200,000 Ginsburg Donation for "Performing Arts" building.
$35,000,000 $1million in building replacement fund.

4 Maintenance Yard Relocation
5 Fiber Optic Cabling: Hesse Park

$300,000

$1,000,000

$180,000

$270,000

6 Fiber Optic Cabling: Ladera Linda
Intangible Capital Outlay

$300,000

$470,000

No Projects Currently Identified
Roadway Infrastructure
7 Arterial Improvements - Silver Spur Road
8 Arterial Improvements - Palos Verdes Drive East

$1,900,000

$1,500,000 $600,000 Prop C, $625,000 STPL
$2,200,000 $600,000 Prop C

9 Traffic Signal Upgrades
10 Traffic Signal - PVDE and Miraleste Drive
11 Bikeway Improvements: Phase I and II

$1,400,000

$1,800,000

12 PVDS Rehabilitation
13 Sidewalks Improvement Project: Phase I, II & III
14 Operational Improvements at Crenshaw & Crest
Hesse Park/Hawthorne Blvd. Traffic Circulation &
15 Safety Study

$3,000,000

$5,000,000

$2,600,000

$3,130,000

$270,000

$320,000

$100,000

$200,000

$205,000

$230,000

16 PVDE at Bronco Drive Improvements

$1,300,000

$280,000

$340,000

$5,000,000

$8,000,000

17 Lower Point Vicente Park Access Modification Project
18 Switchbacks Traffic Safety Improvements
Public Utilities

$930,000

$1,100,000

$1,750,000

$2,000,000

19 Utility Undergrounding at 25th Street

$1,000,000

$1,100,000

20 Utility Undergrounding at PVDS and Terranea Way
21 Utility Undergrounding at Fisherman's Access

$150,000

$200,000

$150,000

$200,000

22 Utility Undergrounding at Entrance to PVIC
Storm Drain System
PVDS & PVDE Roadway Stabilization Project 23 Phase II
PVDS & PVDE Roadway Stabilization Project 24 Phase III

$150,000

$200,000

$2,500,000

$3,000,000

$14,000,000

$16,000,000

25 Altamira Canyon
26 PVDE - Miraleste Canyon
27 San Pedro & Averill Canyons
28 PVDE Switchbacks
29 PVDS

$1,250,000

$5,000,000

$2,500,000

$3,200,000

$2,700,000

$3,300,000
$1,350,000 Storm Drain User Fee (supported at minimum cost)

$750,000
$200,000

$350,000

Recreation, Parks & Open Space
30 Trailhead/Overlook/Vista Point Development
31 PUMP Trail Implementation
32 Portuguese Bend Reserve Trails
33 Sunnyside Trail Segment Project
34 Salvation Army Trail Segment
35 Bathroom at Del Cerro Park
Totals (Min. and Max.)

$100,000

$130,000

$820,000

$1,100,000

$600,000

$740,000

$400,000

$450,000

$120,000

$150,000

$250,000

$300,000
$71,155,000 $108,230,000

