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Comment 1 
City funding for the program will be limited ($1M from the City for land acquisition, $132K 
for annual management activities not currently being expended).  The vast majority of the 
cost will be paid from federal, state, and private sources.  The City benefits from the 
dedication of a 1500-acre biological open space and obtains incidental take permits for many 
important infrastructure projects throughout the City.  The Plan provides for a predictable 
habitat mitigation program that is practicable. 
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Comment 2 
The appropriate CEQA process is determined by the CEQA Lead Agency (City).  The EIR 
process is the most conservative and comprehensive process dictated by CEQA.  The City 
considered the broad and programmatic nature of the Plan and the potential for the Plan 
being perceived as controversial by the public, which justifies using the EIR process. 

Comment 3 
The terms referred to are used in their proper context and commonly recognized definitions.  
Existing condition of the environment is described, followed by the expected change in the 
environment and any associated adverse environmental effects.  Mitigation for significant 
impacts is provided. 

Comment 4 
The distribution of sensitive species is current to 2004.  The majority of the sightings date to 
the early 1990s.  New sightings of sensitive plant and animals are reported every year. The 
database is updated regularly.  The geographical accuracy of each point location is based on 
documented locations recorded on scaled maps of 1”=1000’ or better.   

Comment 5 
The Plan currently proposes to restore 5 acres of disturbed habitat to coastal sage scrub type 
habitats.  Over the life of the permit, about 250 acres of disturbed areas within the Reserve 
will be restored, increasing the potential carrying capacity within the city to above existing 
conditions.  Additional restoration may occur if additional funds are gained from other 
funding sources.  Volunteer efforts will be critical to the successful implementation of the 
Plan. 

Comment 6 
Most, if not all, of the properties that are proposed to be included in the Reserve are 
currently accessed by the public. Public safety service is currently being provided to the 
area. Recently, the City Council agreed to fund an additional LA County Sheriff deputy in 
part to help patrol the City’s open space areas, like the proposed Reserve areas.  
 



Downhill Response to Comments 

COMMENTS RESPONSES 
 

 52 W:\27644296\06060-n-r.doc 

 

Comment 7 
Only lands that are considered to be biologically important to the Reserve design are being 
requested for access to conduct habitat management activities.  The City needs to ensure that 
biological resources present on these conserved lands can be sustained over time. 

Comment 8 
An analysis of the NCCP’s impact on the City’s property tax revenues, including RDA tax 
increment revenue, was prepared by the City’s Finance Department and presented to the 
City’s Finance Advisory Committee on May 26, 2004.  That analysis is included in 
Appendix C of the Subarea Plan.  




