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Comment 1 
The Plan covers the entire City jurisdiction and all habitat types.  Incidental take of covered 
species and their associated habitats are provided for in the Plan for specific covered 
projects.  A habitat mitigation program for future development projects that are consistent 
with the Plan is also provided in the Plan. 

Comment 2 
See Section 6.2 of the Subarea Plan.  

Comment 3 
Yes, the PUMP will plan the trail system through the Reserve to avoid impacts to covered 
species and their habitats where practicable. 

Comment 4 
The reference to Point Vicente Park is intended to mean the City’s Upper Point Vicente 
property that is subject to the POU. The Subarea Plan has been amended to more clearly 
explain this. 

Comment 5 
Comment noted. 

Comment 6 
The Program of Utilization (POU) described in the City’s “Application for Federal Surplus 
property for Public Park or Recreational Purposes” dated March 1, 1976 identifies a “6.6 
acre potential active recreation area” on the Upper Pt. Vicente property.  According to the 
maps that accompanied the above referenced 1976 document, the location of the 6.6 area 
appears to be in an area of the property that is now being proposed to be part of the habitat 
Reserve.  Although there is sufficient area elsewhere on the property to accommodate at 
least 6.6. acres of active recreational uses, the POU may have to be amended to clarify the 
location of the passive and active uses on the Upper Pt. Vicente property.    
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Comment 7 
The coastal cactus wren (C.b. sandiegoensis) is a different subspecies of cactus wren that ranges from the southern 
third of Orange County to northern Baja. 

Comment 8 
Cooper’s hawk is a common woodland hawk that has adapted to suburban landscapes like RPV.  Loggerhead shrike is 
an uncommon predatory songbird with a continental distribution.  Double-crested cormorant is a very common 
colonial seabird.  Both Cooper’s hawk and loggerhead shrike will benefit from the conservation and management 
actions of the Plan.  Both of these species are expected to remain extant in the Reserve area.  The cormorant does not 
utilize upland habitats, and would not benefit directly from the Plan.  None of these species is expected to be listed in 
the near future. 

Comment 9 
The trails will follow the Conceptual Trail Plan and will be detailed in the Reserve Trail Plan to be developed after 
lands are acquired. 

Comment 10 
Comment noted.  All agency personnel will be educated as to what activities are allowed in the Reserve. 

Comment 11 
Comment noted. See response to Knight comment 10. There is no specific Geology section within the EIR.   

Comment 12 
Existing agricultural leases on Reserve lands will not be affected by the Plan.  No expansion of agricultural lands 
within the Reserve will be allowed. 

Comment 13 
The Targeted Exotic Removal Program (TERP) is separate from the restoration work. In addition to the TERP, each 
year five acres will be cleared to be restored during the following year.  Weeding will continue on the restoration areas 
until the habitat is fully established. 

Comment 14 
GPS and GIS will be used to document the spatial location of resources. 

Comment 15 
Predator control activities will be documented in the three-year comprehensive reports. 

Comment 16 
Argentine ants are likely extant throughout the Reserve.  Their control is considered to be impracticable due to their 
source populations being maintained throughout the developed portions of the City.  Attempting control would divert 
limited resources without any substantial benefit to covered species.  Integrated pest management practices will be 
implemented and detailed in the Habitat Management Plan (HMP). 
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Comment 17  

Data from local weather stations will be summarized and used in the population assessments of covered species. 

Comment 18 

Issues such as the proliferation of lemonadeberry-dominated scrub will be addressed in the comprehensive Plans 
developed every five years.  It is likely that reducing the stands of lemonadeberry would be considered once all of the 
priority restoration areas are restored.  Consideration of this possibility would involve consultation with the Resource 
Agencies and solicitation of opinions from experts in the field of restoration ecology.   

Comment 19 

The restoration program will involve a team of specialists, including a restoration biologist. 

Comment 20 

See response to Knight comment 14. 

Comment 21  

Trees that support raptor nesting or roosting will not be removed. 

Comment 22 

See Section 6.6 of the Subarea Plan. 

Comment 23 

Yes. 

Comment 24 

Coyote bush can be the dominant species in disturbed CSS, but it is less common in undisturbed CSS. 

Comment 25 

The text has been corrected within section 5.1.1.1.7. 

Comment 26 

The NCCP vegetation map does not include the riparian scrub on Long Point. Areas smaller than the minimum 
mapping unit would not be recorded in the city-wide vegetation mapping. Project-specific level EIR and wetland 
delineation mapping is typically more accurate than regional mapping since the minimum mapping unit is smaller.  The 
Plan and EIR both assume that small areas of undocumented riparian scrub and native grassland exist and would need 
to be documented during subsequent CEQA assessments and during the initial evaluation of restoration sites. 
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Comment 27 
Blue line stream areas may or may not support riparian vegetation.  Dodson Canyon is not included in the 2.5 acres 
inventory. 

Comment 28 
Comment noted. 

Comment 29 
The dimensions of the habitat linkage through Lower Filiorum are consistent with regional guidelines for functional 
wildlife movement of covered species.  The linkage is of sufficient size to support covered species breeding activity.  
The linkage is redundant with other linkages associated with the Portuguese Bend area.  The trails are expected to 
impact up to 5 acres of CSS and 15 acres of grassland (See Table 5.1.3, Public Project No. 18).  Indirect effects include 
potential for vegetation trampling due to off trail use by trail users.  See Section 5.1.2.6 for further discussion.  The 
trails will be used by nocturnal wildlife. 

Comment 30 
While it is correct the City is no longer pursuing the proposed Altamira Canyon Project, because permits for the project 
have been obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife and Army Corp of Engineers, the project will remain as a proposed 
project for purposes of the Subarea Plan.     

Comment 31 
Miscellaneous drainage improvements (Public Project No. 10) are included in the projects list. 

Comment 32 
In Table 5.1-4, it is noted that the “Crestridge Development” (project No. 6) would impact 12 acres of grassland.  
Although Standard Pacific is no longer the proposed developer, the landowner is still proposing a development project 
on the site that would involve the RDA owned parcel. As such, if such a proposed project were to occur, it is 
envisioned that the RDA parcel would be purchased by the adjacent landowner and that 12 acres of grassland would be 
impacted by the project on the combined parcels. 

Comment 33 
While it is correct the City is no longer pursuing the proposed Abalone Cove Project, because the CSS impacts of the 
proposed project have been assessed and mitigation conceptually approved by the Resource Agencies and California 
Coastal Commission, the project will remain as a proposed project for purposes of the Subarea Plan.     

Comment 34 
It is estimated that the current or updated Conceptual Trails Plan would impact up to 5 acres of CSS habitat.  No 
review has been performed for the draft updated Plan, but the 5 acres of potential impacts should be sufficient. 
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Comment 35 
See Figures 3-4 and 3-5 of the Subarea Plan for locations of covered projects.  The 
recreation area is located adjacent to PV Drive South in the Portuguese Bend area. 

Comment 36 
Subarea Plan, Section 6.2.2 (page 6-2) is titled: Development adjacent to the Reserve. 

Comment 37 
Edge effects can be variable due to a variety of reasons.  To date, attempts at documenting 
the existence of edge effects in Southern California scrub habitats (sage scrub and chaparral) 
have resulted in conclusions that edge effects may be minimal for the species studied.  The 
primary edge effects documented are vegetation disturbance that leads to invasive vegetation 
and argentine ants being more common in edge habitat than in more interior habitats.  Dr. 
Atwood’s analysis is consistent with studies conducted elsewhere in Southern California.  
California gnatcatcher is apparently an edge tolerant species, as demonstrated by the 
productivity data measured at several locations in coastal California. 

Comment 38 
Any and all amendments to the General Plan will be considered by the City Council through 
a public hearing process.  The City Council will ultimately determine City policy, after 
considering public input.  The NCCP will simply state what activities can occur within or 
adjacent to the Reserve, it will ultimately be up to the City Council through the approval of 
the PUMP or any other ordinance to determine what activities are actually allowed. 
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Comment 39 
Text revised.  

Comment 40 
The Parks Master Plan must be consistent with the approved Subarea Plan. 

Comment 41 
Existing easements will be maintained and are considered compatible land uses.  Areas 
disturbed during utility maintenance would be subsequently restored. 

Comment 42 
City staff will review all plans and ordinances for consistency with the Subarea Plan. 

Comment 43 
The most current trails plan will be consistent with the Subarea Plan. 

 




